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Insurance rise triggers $ need

Dear Parishioners of OLPS Church and School:

Each quarter, for our parish newsletter, |
have enjoyed sharing news on pastoral matters as
relates to our church community. Once in a while, |
have to share news of a challenge we face, as now.

Our spiritual home at OLPS includes a
complex of various buildings in which we gather
to worship and pray, to learn and serve, and to be
together for a variety of different youth, adult and
family ministries and events.

We have several large buildings that are
used heavily daily by our parishioners, and amid the
maintenance and upkeep of our facilities, there is
the practical matter of having property and liability
Insurance.

In this regard, may | share with you the
challenge that our church parish is facing, like
each of the church parishes of our diocese, and
many others in other dioceses of our home state of
Louisiana.

Our diocese’s long-time property and
liability insurer, Catholic Mutual, a non-profit
company, has withdrawn from the state of Louisiana.
As a result, church parishes must now engage with
a “for-profit” company. The diocese has searched
and engaged our property and liability insurance
with the Waldorf Company.

Since we must be insured with a “for-
profit” company, the premiums and deductibles are
significantly higher than before.

The property and liability insurance for
OLPS Church covers our church building, the
nursery annex, the Divine Providence Center, the
Madonna Complex, St. Timothy Center, the church
office, rectory and the small house across from
church on 21st Street.

The annual cost of insurance for these
named church buildings (not including school
related buildings) is $96,787, which is an increase
of $38,601 from the previous premium for church
buildings.

Also, the deductible per event has
increased from $500 to $50,000, and in case of
wind or hail, has increased to $100,000.

Continued on page 2
-

Restoration of the original crucifix ongoing
by Janet Tompkins

Work is underway now to refinish and revitalize the original crucifix from Our
Lady of Prompt Succor Church to ready it to take its place on the main altar. Plans have
been in the works to have a crucified Jesus on the altar and move the “resurrected cross”
to another location in OLPS church.

“There was a desire to bring something from the original church,” said Steve
Gauthier, who has been working on the project. The original cross had been hanging in the
baptistry but was obviously too large for the main altar. But after removing it, measuring it,
and even making a model of it to test the concept, the idea approved by Father Rusty.

The original cross, donated by B. Hempen, was removed from the wall and the
vertical beam was cut from 10 feet to 7 feet. “The oak cross was hard to get down from
the baptistry,” Gauthier said. Gauthier, Randy Michiels and two men on the church staff
accomplished it with little skill and a lot of prayer.

The wood had been dulled by a smoky film from the candles burning around it
for all these years. Gauthier cleaned and sanded it back to its lighter finish.

Then parishioner Heather Moylan was called in for her artistic expertise to
restore the corpus of Jesus. Moylan, a practicing orthodontist, had done three of the last
ACTS retreat paintings. Her first degree from LSU was in art and she spent her senior year
concentrating on painting.

‘It's a wonderful thing to do in Lent,” she said. “l was praying for what | should do
in Lent. God made a way for me to do this.”

On this day of the interview, she had dedicated her Friday off to work on the
plaster corpus all day in the Madonna complex. The body of Christ had both yellow and
white tones, some of it from aging. She had already lightly sanded all the body and was
now working with a small pen sized pick to remove the older varnish from the creases in
His beard.

She called on a Canadian church art restorer to advise her on the best methods
for this job. She also noted that the arms of Christ are removable and the hands and feet
are not secured to the cross itself.

He advised that they should be attached to the cross. The painting will be more
“lifelike” she said with the skin tones and wounds done realistically but not overdone in any
way. The time frame for completion is uncertain.

“It's an honor to do this,” Moylan said.

Heather Moylan works on restoring the corpus of the original crucifix to get ready for its
eventual move to a place above the main altar.
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by Bob Tompkins

\ Monroe Milton doesn’t hesitate to bring his Catholic
7/ faith with him to work. He is president and co-founder of Manchac
\ Technologies in downtown Alexandria, and he says his most
“consistent time for daily prayer is when he first reaches his desk
€ in the morning.

Monroe’s wife, Melinda, who stayed at home raising
three children for 14 years, is now working with Monroe at
Manchac and is journeying side-by-side with him through the
process of becoming a permanent deacon in the Catholic church.
If all goes well, that will happen in June of 2027.

They both can be seen in the choir loft from time to time
at 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass, with one or more of their children,
singing in the adult contemporary choir.

The Miltons live on a farm in Latanier, behind LSUA,
with about 40 beef cattle, two dogs, two turtles and several fish in
a 200 gallon fish tank.

Each of them has directed an ACTS retreat, and
Melinda will be the director of the Teen ACTS retreat this summer
at the Maryhill Retreat Center. Monroe was on the Teen ACTS
team with her last summer.

“Seminary vocations come from these youth retreat
experiences,” said Father Rusty Rabalais, OLPS pastor.

“It's a neat experience for a married couple to do a team
together,” said Melinda.

It's also been exhilarating, both Monroe and Melinda
agree, to go through the diaconate formation process together.

“God’s been kind of dropping things in our lap,” Monroe
says, ‘that say, ‘This is your calling’.”

“What a gift of self in service to the Church!” Fr. Rusty
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said.

Monroe was raised as a Catholic by his parents, Kent
and Sonie Milton. They were active members of St. Francis de
Sales in Echo, where he and his three sisters were altar servers.
His mom was in the altar society and taught catechism, and his
father was in the Knights of Columbus and on the parish council.
While at Rapides High School, Monroe and his three sisters were
a part of the Avoyelles Deanery Youth Board.

Kent and Sonie sold Christmas trees in Echo for 25
years, and Monroe and his sisters joined in the work for 10 years.

Melinda’s parents, Susan and the late Alvin Loyocano,
were faithful members of St. Frances Cabrini Church. Although
her mom was a cradle Catholic, her father, who did beef cattle
research, converted to Catholicism when she was in junior high.

Monroe and Melinda got married at Cabrini in 1999 at
Mass co-celebrated by Fr. Francis Loos, Monroe’s pastor in Echo
through childhood, and Msgr. Hoppe, then the pastor of Cabrini.

¢ Monroe and Melinda Milton give ‘gift of self’ to service of church

After their wedding, Monroe and Melinda lived in Texas
for two years until Monroe finished graduate school at Texas
A&M.

While at A&M, Monroe was exposed to vibrant pastors
at St. Mary’s in College Station who have since become bishops,
and he admired the work of two older permanent deacons and
their wives, who were key elements of the campus ministry.

“l was impressed with how impactful their presence was
for so many students during those years,” says Monroe. He and
Melinda moved from Texas to the Lecompte area in 2001 and
attended Cabrini until becoming parishioners in 2004 at Our Lady
of Prompt Succor, where their children would attend school.

“We liked to see all the families with kids in the pew,”
said Melinda, who coordinated the altar society’s work for several
years and continue to serve in that apostolate as well as help with
the OLPS home and school association.

Fr. Rusty noted both Monroe and Melinda help in “setting
up and arranging church decor for liturgical seasons, which is a
big help, and serve generously in other parish ministries.”

Kent Milton, their oldest son, recently married his high
school sweetheart, Grace Knott, and is a mechanical engineer.
Blake is a junior at McNeese State and majoring in food
technology, and Julianne, 13, is at Menard and loves to compete
with the Eagle Bowlers, who call themselves the “holy rollers.”

The Milton Family, from left: Blake, Melinda, Julianne, Monroe & Kent

“The world offers you comfort, but you were not made for comfort. You were made for greatness.”
- Pope Benedict XVI

("~ Pastor’s Message from Page 1

and running of our spiritual home at OLPS.

Pope Francis has called us to do in this Jubilee Year 2025.

Sincerely in Christ,
\Fr- Rusty Rabalais

~

Our experience of loss or damages in an average year is that we have recovered from the previous non-profit insurer an estimated
$25,000 to $40,000 or more. With the higher deductibles, the annual recovery in this range is not possible.
Thus, in this current fiscal year, OLPS Church will be paying an estimated increase of $63,601 to $78,601 or more. Depending on loss
from storms, etc., considering the higher deductibles, the increase could be significantly more. We hope and pray not.
Our parish finance council has considered this and the benefit of having a special second collection (second passing of the basket) at
the weekend Masses to help defray the higher cost of property and liability insurance for our church.
During this season of Lent, a time of sacrificial giving, please consider what extra financial assistance you may give to help in the care

Thank you very much for your consideration, as we will hold these second collections at Masses during some of the Lenten weekends.
May God be with us in our Lenten journey to Easter. Even amid the challenges of our times, may we hope in the Lord, as the Holy Father
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¢ Fr. Kennedy covers 20 centuries of Church history in four weeks

<(’ OLPS News Service

In the four weeks leading up to Lent, Father Thomas

(:, Kennedy covered the abridged history of the Catholic Church from the

W\ first century to Vatican Il in weekly classes at OLPS Church. More than

-

100 people, on average, attended the classes.

‘To be deep in history is to cease to be a Protestant,” he
quoted Saint John Henry Cardinal Newman, a former Anglican in
England who converted to Catholicism and was canonized as a saint a
few years ago.

“The Catholic understanding of history,” he explained, “is
deeply rooted in belief that history is governed by Divine Providence,
God, as the Creator and Lord of time, directs history toward its ultimate
end: the salvation of souls and the fulfillment of His divine plan. From
the beginning of creation to the final consummation of the world, all
human events unfold within the context of God’s providential design.”

Kennedy identified each century with a title: for example, the
1st century as “The Apostolic Era” and the 16th century. “The Protestant
Reformation and the Counter-Reformation,” while discussing key
events in each century.

From the New Testament and early persecutions, Kennedy
in almost machine-gun fashion showered listeners with facts, analysis
and opinions of historic biblical figures and events. He introduced us
to early Church fathers - St. Ignatius of Antioch, St. Justin Martyr, St.
Polycarp of Smyrna and St. Irenaeus of Lyons. From them, we learned
about the early practice of Catholic faith.

The 4th century brought Constantine and the triumph of
Christianity, including the Council of Nicea, which lead to the Nicene
Creed we recite at Sunday Mass.

St. Augustine of Hippo was one of the most influential
leaders of the 5th century which featured the end of the ancient Roman
Empire.

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust
Deaon Mike Young gives ashes to parishioners at the
6:30 a.m. Mass on ASH Wednesday

In  Father’s final class, he
started with the 16th century,
highlighted by Martin Luther, a
former Augustinian monk who
broke away from the Catholic
Church and preached “sola
scriptura” (scripture alone) and
was excommunicated in 1521.
This started the Protestant
Reformation and then the
Counter-Reformation, which led
to the Council of Trent. This was
the 19th ecumenical council by
the Church, and it took place in
Trent, Italy, over three sessions
from 1545-63. It was convened

thl)efor‘r)npapti%S: tt:e refz:?]:es?hn; four weekly classes on an abridged

Catholic Church, to reaffirm the history of the Catholic Church
authority of the Church, to codify scripture, and to condemn the Protestant

theology.
In the 17th century, the first American Catholics settled in Maryland in
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1634.

The18th century brought the French Revolution (1789-99), the
persecution of Catholic clergy and institutions, and the rise of Napoleon. It
also was when the Ursuline nuns came to Louisiana (1727) at the invitation
of Governor Bienville, the founder of New Orleans. The nuns were sent by
Pope Pius VII and Louis XV of France from the Ursuline Convent of Rouen,
Normandy. This eventually led to devotion to Our Lady of Prompt Succor.

Vatican |, with the theme of “papal infallibility” when a pope speaks
from the Chair of St. Peter (rarely done), came in the 19th century.

The 20th century brought two world wars, the Holocaust and Vatican
I, convened in 1962 by Pope John XXIIl and ended by Pope Paul VI in 1965.

“The aftermath of Vatican Il,” said Kennedy, “was marked by significant
upheaval within the Catholic Church, as many changes were implemented that
the Council never explicitly mandated.”

First diocesan ‘Listening Session’ at OLPS yields data, opportunity for feedback

by Susan Harrison

Approximately 60 of Our Lady of Prompt Succor
parishioners attended the first of two of the Diocese of
Alexandria’s “listening sessions” required by Bishop Robert
Marshall as he works to create a sustainable structure of church
parishes, missions, schools and ministries.

The goal is to enhance relationships with Jesus Christ
and to enable the diocese to fulfill the Church’s mission to go
forth and make disciples.

Attendants were told that OLPS Church has more
ministries (75) than any other church in the diocese, not including
ministries at the school. But, as in most Catholic parishes and
dioceses, the numbers of people receiving the sacraments
is declining, including baptisms, marriages, confirmations,
reception of the Eucharist and funerals.

Parishioner Mimi Gormanous presented information
about the declining numbers nationwide as well as within
the diocese and the OLPS community. The diocese has 50

church parishes, 21 missions and 8 Catholic schools, all of which
were told to hold assessment sessions between December 2024
and February 2025. A second session will be held between
March and May 2025. There were small group meetings after
the presentations which met with the goal of reporting feedback
about OLPS’ strengths and weakness for the bishop to study
before deciding on final parish and mission structures. He will
announce those decisions on June 29, the feast of Saints Peter
and Paul.

I's anticipated there will be closures and
reconfigurations of parishes, missions and schools, but to what
extent has not been decided. The decisions will be based on
data and feedback from each parish and mission in the diocese.
Implementation will take place over the next several years.
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5. OLPS launches Vocations Committee
<(, by Sheri Simon

\ Vocations Committee.

‘ | am on the committee with Monroe Milton and Felicia
Schneider. This is not only happening at OLPS, but in each
parish of the diocese.

When Fr. Rusty asked me to be a part of this
committee, | didn’t hesitate in saying yes because I've always
felt priests/seminarians to be a special ministry and | want to
support them on their journey. | also discerned religious life
for 3 2 years by living in a convent, so religious sisters are also
special to me.

Asked about his vision for this program at OLPS, Fr.
Rusty said, “We hope to raise awareness of the importance of
praying for religious vocations to the priesthood and consecrated
religious life. Also, we hope to support and encourage those
who are discerning the possibility of a religious life. “This
committee,” Father continued, “will focus not only on religious
vocations, but the vocation of marriage as well.”

Fr. Luke Lafleur, director of vocations, added, “I hope
that those who are called to the vocation of marriage will desire
to have their wedding in the Church since that is not only the
most fitting place to get married, it’s also where God desires His
faithful to enter into that sacred covenant with one another.”

In February, a workshop was held at Maryhill where
about 50 people from around the diocese were provided
practical, hands-on tools to cultivate a culture of vocations. Our
committee looks forward to working with Fr. Rusty by organizing
events focused on promoting vocations.

(;, One of the new programs at OLPS Church is the

Initiated Catholics welcomed into Church
OLPS welcomed four new Catholics into the Church at 9 a.m. Mass on
March 9. From left: Phyllis Guillory (sponsor), Tessa Myrick, Robin Gauthier
(sponsor), Laralea Fitzpatrick, Monique Rachal (sponsor), Ticha Ivey, Jason
Rachal (sponsor), Steve Ivey; Fr. Rusty Rabalais

‘Let little ones come’ to nursery
by Ashley Seeling

In Matthew 19:14, Jesus said,
“Let the little children come to me.”

Ms. Toni Ihle, coordinator of the church
nursery, offers the same invitation to the
little ones in our church parish,

“let your little ones come to me.”

The church nursery is a loving ministry
that offers parishioners the opportunity
to attend Sunday Mass while their little
ones are taken care of by Ms. Toni and
her helpers.

As a mother of four children el
(who are all grown-ups now),| remember many times when the
church nursery offered me a chance to attend Mass during which |
could listen more intently to the readings, to sing and respond more
wholeheartedly, and to have a few precious moments of quiet prayer
time. The church nursery was good for me because it allowed me to
grow in my Catholic faith, which in turn was good for my children.
As my young toddlers grew into pre-schoolers, their exposure and
participation in the Mass was vital. As parents, being devoted and
rooted in our Catholic faith prepares us for the moment when our
children begin to grow and attend Sunday Mass with us.

As Catholics, we know the importance of taking children to
Mass, however, Ms. Toni wants parents to know that she is happy
to take care of your child/chidren while you spend an hour with
Jesus. The church nursery is available for newborns through age
three; it is available on Sundays during 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30
p.m. Masses. Helpers in the nursery are members of the Catholic
Daughters Association who volunteer to work monthly in the nursery
with Ms. Toni.

When dropping off your child/children at the nursery, parents
are asked to sign in; they may bring a small diaper bag if they wish.
Never worry about forgetting diapers; Ms. Toni has supplies that are
on hand if needed. As expected, there may be a tear or two from a
child when parents leave; however, according to Ms. Toni, the babies
never cry for very long because there are plenty of smiling faces and
toys to make them happy during their stay.

In addition, if parents are at Mass and soon discover their
baby needs a diaper change, Ms. Toni has a changing table in the
nursery that is available for parents to use. Simply make your way
to the nursery and let Ms. Toni know. She also has a private nursing
room for mothers as well. Ms. Toni is a true blessing to our church,
especially to its new mothers and its little ones. She is surely building
the kingdom of God, one little one at a time.

il

“Lord, heal and open my eyes that I may recognize Your will.
Put to flight my foolishness that I may know You.
Show me the road I must travel that I may see You.
Thus aided, I hope to do all You have commanded me.”

- St. Augustine of Hippo
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