By Joan Dobard

For parishioners who find themselves temporarily or permanently unable
to attend Mass, the Homebound Ministry of OLPS serves as a vital connec-
tion to the church community and most important, to the Eucharist.

OLPS has eight people who serve in the Homebound Ministry as Extraor-
dinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC). The number of parishioners
who receive this service varies over the years but in recent years has aver-
aged fewer than 20.

Opal Watkins is one of our parishioners who is unable to attend Mass. If
the Eucharist was not brought to her at home, she says, “I'd have a hole in
my heart and a longing in my soul!”

As with many types of service in the church, both the giver and the re-
ceiver benefit from the experience. Most EMHC for the Homebound share
the same sentiments about the blessings of this ministry.

These blessings include the special intimacy of carrying the Blessed Sac-
rament in the pyx (small container which has been blessed by the priest,
designed for carrying the consecrated host), which is placed in a burse (a
small purse-like container usually worn around the neck so that the pyx rests
close to the carrier’s heart). The EMHC literally brings Jesus into the home
to be received body, blood, soul and divinity by the person who consumes
the host.

Birthday cards to seniors
abound with JOY

By Cyndy Scott

The JOY Ministry began in 2018 when Our Lady of Prompt Succor parish
was seeking more ministries to involve and serve seniors. The word JOY
stands for "Just Older Youth" and was thought of by one of our clever seniors
attending the first meeting.

Our JOY Birthday Card Committee was formed to recognize and cel-
ebrate parishioners 65 years old and older. Our first committee included
Kathleen Duffy, Judy Cangelosi, Wanda James, Cindy Naus, Cyndy Scott,
and Ronnie Wilkins. Kathleen, Wanda and | are the only remaining active
members of the group.

We enjoy attending the parish monthly Scripture program at the Divine
Providence Center, and then we go to lunch together at a local restaurant
and write the cards for all our seniors that have a birthday the next month.

Margaret Shiver, our church secretary, provides us with the monthly list
of seniors' birthdays from our parish. Our abundant supply of cards comes
from many different sources. The rectory orders some, many generous pa-
rishioners donate them, and we purchase more when necessary. We write
and mail between 30-40 cards a month.

We welcome anyone who would like to join our ministry. We enjoy the
camaraderie and have made lasting friendships while serving our parish
seniors.

Blessings abound in EMHC Homebound Ministry

Also common is the special relationship that develops between the
EMHC and the person and/or their caregivers and family, who often end
up praying for each other. Many people who begin serving in this ministry
continue for many years.

If you are interested in becoming an EMHC for the Homebound, you
must first be trained and commissioned as an EMHC, then specifically as
a Homebound minister. Contact Jordan Lacour for more information. If
you need to receive Homebound services, please contact Jordan at the
church office at 445-3693 ext. 216. Typically, a priest makes the first visit
and then an EMHC will be assigned.

It is important that you or your family contact the church if you will be
hospitalized or homebound for an extended period. Otherwise, the church
office may not know that you need these services. Our ministers are
willing servants, ready to bring Christ to your home.

Father Kennedy lecture series

Father Thomas Kennedy’s lecture series entitled "The Preternatural
World: A Catholic Introduction to Angels, Demons, and Ghosts, According
to Scripture and Tradition" began on at OLPS Church Wednesday, Sept.
18, attracting some 200 people.

Our modern world, Fr. Kennedy says,
is full of people who claim to be “spiritual
but not religious.” Many believe in angels,
demons, and ghosts, but they don't
believe in Jesus or organized religion.

Popular movies, books, and alternative
spiritualities teach many things about the
preternatural world that are incorrect
and dangerous. They often portray
the Catholic Church and our faith in a
negative light.

This can be dangerous to people’s
souls, because many people try to engage
with this spiritual world through occult
practices, and they open themselves up
to many problems.

Often, we Catholics may have an incorrect view of angels.

For example, some wrongly believe that our loved ones or pets who die
become our “guardian angel,” and there are other similar myths.

There will be sessions discussing the nine choirs of angels, archangels
and guardian angels. A couple of lessons will deal with the origin of Satan
and the demons, demonic activity, spiritual warfare and possession and
exorcism, and there will be a lecture on ghosts.

Fr. Kennedy says his hope is that this class will give us a better
understanding of the spiritual world around us, both regarding its blessings
from the angels, dangers from demons, and our opportunities to help poor
souls in purgatory (ghosts).

The series will be weekly on Wednesdays, beginning in the church at
6:30 p.m., and run through November 20.

From left:
Kathleen
Duffy, Wanda
Campo and
Cyndy Scott
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Dear Parishioners of OLPS Church and
School:

We have entered Year Il of the National
Eucharistic Revival, which began this past June
and July with major Eucharistic pilgrimages
across the U.S. tracing a Cross over our land.

Then, in mid-August in our home state, the
“Fete Dieu” on the Teche River was expanded
to become the “Fete Dieu du Mississippi.” A
life-sized monstrance was created for a 14-inch
consecrated Host that was transported over
the Mississippi River from Baton Rouge to New
Orleans. The prayer services held along the
way invoked a Eucharistic Blessing over all of
Louisiana, especially as so many communities
are connected via the waterways.

Now, in our church parish, we are making
plans for our community’s further observance
of the Revival. Fr. Kennedy and | will soon be
speaking at Masses one weekend to foster
sign-ups for a weekly (or monthly) Holy Hour of
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in church
on Fridays. Also, we look forward to the outdoor
Eucharistic Procession to be held after 10:30
a.m. Mass on the Solemnity of Christ the King
(November 24).

Temporarily, Friday Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is paused, as we are making a
security upgrade for accessing the church
during the daytime Adoration. A sign-up at the
church Office will be required to obtain the proper
church door code that will be electronically
regulated (door to Nursery Annex). The sign-up
for a particular Friday Holy Hour will be separate
from the sign-up to receive the door code. This
new procedure will be implemented for when
Friday Adoration resumes. We hope that will
be around mid to late October. The security
upgrade for Adoration is happening as the
new solid structure fence is being constructed
for our school playground and outdoor area
behind the DPC; the new fence is projected to
be completed around November.

As we will be encouraging parishioners to
consider signing up for a Friday Holy Hour,
consider the benefits there are to spending
time in the presence of the Eucharistic Lord

Continued on page 2
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OLPS planning to replace
resurrected Christ with crucifix

By Janet Tompkins

The OLPS Pastoral Council members, along with pastor Fr. Rusty Rabalais, are searching for
a new appropriate crucifix to be used in the alcove of the altar to replace the current resurrected
Christ.

The plan is for the resurrected Christ cross to be moved to a new position above the center aisle
doorway leading out from the nave of the church.

“The Pastoral Council members have been approached by several parishioners asking if it
would be possible to replace the current cross as a means to enhance the worship experience
for all,” said Steve Gauthier, chairman of the Pastoral Council. The high point of every Mass when
the Eucharistic celebration begins is uniquely tied to the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, and the
Catholic Church requires that a crucifix be located on every altar. In the case of Prompt Succor,
the crucifix that is now used to meet this requirement is the smaller gold one carried in by the altar
servers.

This idea has been under consideration for several years by the council. When considered this
year, each council member was told to ask three other parishioners what they thought about the
idea.

“A hundred percent of those asked said they would prefer a new (crucified Jesus) cross,”
Gauthier said.

“The Eucharist,” said Fr. Rusty, quoting paragraph 1323 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
“was ‘instituted by Jesus at the Last Supper to perpetuate the sacrifice of the cross throughout the
ages until He should come again.’

“Having a more visible crucifix above the altar,” Father added, “will foster this central belief of
our faith.”

When the church was bult in the Seventies, the old crucifix from the first (Olinger Hall) church
was too large for the alcove so that one has for years been in the church baptistry.

The smaller size needed for the alcove area above the tabernacle requires a specific sized
crucifix to make it fit and work with the current layout.

The resurrected
Christ crucifix will
be moved to hang
above the main
aisle doors as you
exit the nave of the
church.




Chris and Callie Lohman help with evangelizing mission of OLPS

By Bob Tompkins

Chris and Callie Lohman met at Louisiana Tech as civil engineering
majors in 2006, graduated in 2009, got married in 2010 and they are now
the parents of three children who are students at Our Lady of Prompt
Succor School.

What's more, they are both active in OLPS Church. Both are
Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy Eucharist and active in the ACTS
apostolate, and Chris is the Grand Knight for the OLPS chapter of the
Knights of Columbus. Callie is also a volunteer for the Genesis of Eve
(GOE) Conference, which attracted more than 600 women from 16
states to its second annual women’s gathering at the Randolph Riverfront
Center in early September.

One of the goals of GOE, according to its website, is to help women
who want to find meaning in their lives to find themselves in their faith and
in their relationship with Christ.

“Chris and Callie Lohman participate fully with their family in the life of
the parish,” said OLPS pastor Fr. Rusty Rabalais. “With a love of neighbor,
they have helped to further the charitable and evangelizing mission of our
parish organizations and ministries.”

“Like a lot of people, we kind of fell away from the faith in college,
questioning what we believe and why,” said Callie. “Once we started our
family, we started our faith journey back. We wanted to give them a good
basis of faith.”

Both Chris and Callie were raised Catholic. Chris, 37, whose parents
are Kevin and Colleen Lohman, was raised in a house next door to where
he lives now in Woodworth. He grew up attending Mary Mother of Jesus
Church in Woodworth, where he was an altar server.

Callie was raised by Philp and Lisa Hernandez in Baton Rouge. Her
father Philip, a social worker, died in 2017. She grew up attending St.
Thomas More Church in Baton Rouge. Her father, whose work often took
him to Hawaii, had a suggestion for a wedding site when Callie trotted out
the idea of going to Hawaii to be married but did not want a big wedding.

“We wanted something small,” she said.

The chapel Callie’s father suggested was St. Peter’s by the Sea. A
popular site for weddings, the much-photographed 'Little Blue Church,'
made of clapboard in the 1880s with a corrugated-tin roof, practically
sits in Kahulu'u Bay. It was moved to that site from Magic (White) Sands
Beach in 1912.

“We were attending St. Rita’s at the time and went to pre-Cana with
Father Adam Travis, and he had to write a letter to the priest in Hawaii to
vouch for us,” said Chris. “It had eight pews, seating two to a pew, and it
had no electricity.”

Nonetheless, the two enjoyed being married there as well as their
honeymoon on a cruise around the Hawaiian islands in the Pacific Ocean.

Chis worked at Crest Industries’ Beta Engineering for 15 years before

becoming a category strategist at Cleco in April. Callie is director of
fabrication operations at DIS-TRAN Steel.

They have three children: Mara, 10; Philip, 7; and Caleb, 5. All three
attend OLPS School. Mara, a 5th grader, is an altar server and likes to
play the piano. Philip, a 2nd grader, plays soccer; and Caleb, who is in
kindergarten, enjoys his playtime and loves to talk.

Both Chris and Callie agree making an ACTS retreat in 2022 was
probably the biggest single thing that helped ignite their faith. “Before that,
we were kind of going through the motions,” Chris said.

Another spiritual boost came from becoming a part of the “Domestic
Church,” an apostolate started by Pope St. John Paul Il that offers concrete
ways to help couples and families grow in faith. It serves 16 dioceses in the
United States, including seven in Louisiana.

As parents, they both especially like the student Masses at OLPS.

“It's beautiful to be a part of those,” said Chris. “To hear their voices when
they sing, they're so innocent and sweet,” added Callie.

They also said they feel like part of a “family” at Prompt Succor. “The
community is amazing,” said Callie. “You really feel like the people care
about you.”

The Lohman family, from left: Mara, Chris, Caleb, Callie
and Philip
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Jesus, truly present! Are you seeking greater peace of mind, amid a
troubled world? Come spend time with the Lord in Adoration. Do you
want to grow in the great virtue of patience? Time before the Eucharist
increases our patience with ourselves and our neighbor. Would you
like to have added graces to meet the challenges of work or home life?
Take some time to visit the Blessed Sacrament.

In the quiet moments of Adoration, we experience what the Lord
replied when Moses asked the Lord’s name: “I Am Who Am” (Ex. 3: 14).
He is the very ground of our being, the Eternal One Who is and Who
was and Who always will be. He has dominion over all things. Just to
be in His Eucharistic Presence is to experience life and renewal. Amid
the hustle and bustle of an often-rushed world, we may hearken to the
invitation, “Be still and know that | am God” (Ps. 46: 11).

The blessings and benefits of Adoration are many. This special time
with our Eucharistic Lord fosters in us the rhythm of prayer, sets our
hearts on fire with the love of God and a greater love of our neighbor,
offers a greater insight to our purpose in life, invites a blessing upon
our families, helps to avoid sin, reawakens in us the True Presence of
the Sacrament, cultivates an enhanced understanding of our Catholic
Faith, and channels graces that help toward the salvation of souls. We

.

could name many more!

When we begin the sign-ups, please consider making a commitment
to a weekly (or monthly) Holy Hour on Friday, the day the Lord carried the
Cross for our sake. If you are unable to commit to a full Hour amid your
work schedule, perhaps you could stop by to spend 15-20 minutes in
Adoration during the course of a given Friday, as part of a mid-day break.
This is an opportunity to reorient your whole day around the Lord. “Be still
and know that | am God.”

In a time of much division among the people of our great country, it is
not something of man that ultimately unites us. It is something of GOD:
our common faith in Christ, and especially His Real Presence. Just as
we are united during Holy Communion at every Mass, so we are united
spiritually with many other believers in time spent in Adoration. May the
Lord continue to guide, bless and protect us in the course of the Revival.

“O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament divine, all praise and all
thanksgiving be every moment thine.”

Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Rusty Rabalais

J
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Artist of ACTS retreat painting evokes Jesus’ compassion

By Heather Moylan

| was assigned to do the painting for the men’s ACTS retreat in August
with the theme, “| am the Bread of Life.”

It was my second time to do the painting for an ACTS retreat. The
first was for the women'’s retreat in January. | was thrilled to be asked
to create that painting. | approached the canvas prayerfully, and | felt
God’s hand moving with mine as we created together. As a member of
the retreat team, seeing the retreat participants connect with the painting
and experience moments of spiritual reflection was incredibly rewarding.

My passion for art began as soon as | was old enough to hold a crayon.

When | was in preschool, my mom had weekly meetings with my
teacher to discuss the tantrums that | threw when art time was over.
When | got to college, | wandered through freshman year, spending my
first semester in architecture, and my second in accounting. Still feeling
restless, | changed my major to studio art, with a concentration in painting
and drawing.

| had no idea how | would use that degree, but it was exhilarating
to follow my heart. My excitement quickly faded, however. | was more
concerned about making good grades than truly learning, and the
pressure that | put on myself to excel took all the joy out of painting.
| compared myself to my classmates and concluded that | wasn’t any
good.

Close to the end of college, | made a big pivot and decided to go
to dental school. For the next 10 years, through dental school, an
orthodontics residency, and the early years of motherhood and starting
my orthodontic practice, | did nearly no art.

That changed after my ACTS Retreat in January of 2022. There, |
surrendered my life to God and asked Him to take everything | have and
to use it for His purposes. | did not have art in mind, but soon after the
retreat, He rekindled my love of painting. | began creating portraits for
friends who have experienced loss. Hearing how these portraits were a
tangible reminder of God’s love during painful times reinforced that | had
found a calling to love God and others through art.

When | got the assignment to do the painting for men’s ACTS retreat
in August, with the theme, “I am the Bread of Life,” | was thankful that
the retreat’s director, Steve Warden, had a great idea for the painting’s
subject. He showed me an art piece depicting Jesus breaking bread with
a crucifix emerging between the halves.

| merged this idea with my love of Jonathan Roumie’s portrayal of
Jesus in the television show “The Chosen,” and | used him for my model
of Jesus. In the show, | am especially touched by the compassion and
love that he brings to Jesus, especially through his eyes. It was important
to me to bring this into the painting, and it took a few tries to get it right.

While | still occasionally grapple with perfectionist tendencies, | now
recognize them as opportunities to surrender once again.

When | feel the urge to over-control or judge my work too harshly, |
remind myself of the purpose behind my art: to serve and glorify God,

The pipes, the pipes are
calling - repairs addressed

“Our Wicks pipe organ was the recipient of much needed repairs to its
pipes as well as addressing mechanical problems with the console,” said
Dr. Thomas Robichaux, Jr., director of OLPS' music ministry.

“Installed in 1975, the organ is at an age where additional maintenance
is required to restore it to full function and allow for reliable use for the
future.

“While we have not been able to undertake the full task of overhauling
each collection of pipes nor replacing the electronic pipe control system
or console,” Robichaux said, “we have focused efforts on addressing the
most fundamental concerns.

“Our hope,” he added, “is that the organ will be able to provide
improved accompaniment for the choir and congregational singing.”

not to achieve personal validation. This perspective has brought a sense of
freedom and peace to my creative process. My studio has become a sacred
space where | seek guidance and inspiration, inviting God's presence into
every stroke.

My passion for art, once a source of stress and self-doubt, has now
become a channel for God’s grace and a way to touch the lives of others
in meaningful ways. In the process, it has brought me a sense of fulfillment
and joy that | never imagined possible.

(o #)

Jesus breaking bread on each side of the crucifix He sees
made for an extraordinary ACTS retreat painting.
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Work was recently done to repair some of the pipes of
the church organ.
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