OLPS Outreach Committee sends reminders of love
By Ashley Seeling

“To write is human, to receive a letter: DIVINE.” promise, “You may be lonely, but you're never alone (Hebrews

This quote reflects the mission of the Qutreach Committee for 13:5). As God's hands, this group reaches out to those who are
prayer and note-writing lonely and gives them words of encouragement, hope,

at Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church.Started before and love. A card filled with handwritten words offers
2014, this ministry is made up of parishioners something that can be cherished; these cards are
who write notes and send cards to those in nurs- » reminders of love.
ing homes, to those who are sick, and to those R’ Y Myrt Rambin, the chairperson of this ministry,
who are homebound. The group also sends get- uﬂ“ﬁm said, “Often times, we will go visit nursing homes
well cards to those in the hospital, sympathy cards and find stacks of cards on a night stand; cards
to those suffering a loss, and birthday cards to local that are read over and over. | recognize some of
clergy. the cards because they're sent by us.” Remind-

This ministry meets every Monday at 10 a.m. w » ers of love.
W . Ms. Rambin also recalled a time when she

in the St. Timothy Center. Cards are written by ap-
proximately six volunteers who write notes filled with was delivering food to a homebound parish-
ioner. She recognized the handwritten card

support, love and hope. Cards are addressed and then

placed in the mail to be delivered to those in various taped to his refrigerator. It was a card written
places throughout the community. As with all of God's and sent by the OLPS outreach ministry. Reminder of love.
work, meetings start off in prayer and end with the prayer With every card written by this minisiry, the goal is that someone
to St. Michael or the Guardian Angel prayer. New members are is feeling less lonely and feeling more love. These handwritten
always welcome to join the group on Monday momings. notes are written and sent with love so that God Himself may be

The beauty of this outreach ministry is more meaningful than just known and His love felt, and all the more, divine.
an unexpected card with a stamp. This ministry is fulfilling God's

This academic year’s confirmation class poses with Bishop
Marshall, Father Rusty, Father Luke and Deacon Les

Students who went to Covecrest Retreal Camp in the
north Georgia mountains in late May enjoyed, among
other activities, this campfire.

A memorable Sunday 9 a.m. Mass in May started by
candlelight when electricity went out just before the
service. The electricity returned at the Consecration.
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Dear Parishioners of OLPS Church and School:

The three-year Mational Eucharistic Revival (NER)
is continuing. Our observance of the Solemnity
of Corpus Christi Sunday on June 2 marked the
beginning of this third and final year of the Revival,
2024, the “Year of Mission,” which has begun with
major pilgrimages taking place in the U.S.

In his homily for Corpus Christi in St. John Lateran
Basilica, Pope Francis said: “The Eucharistic bread is
the real presence of Christ. This speaks to us of a God
who is not distant, who is not jealous, but close and in
solidarity with humanity; a God whe does not abandon
us but always seeks, waits for, and accompanies us,
even to the point of placing Himself, helpless, into our
hands. And his real presence also invites us to be
close to our brothers and sisters wherever love calls
us.”

Shorily after the Holy Father's homily, a public
procession with the Blessed Sacrament was made
through the streets of Rome to give witness to our
perennial Catholic faith in Jesus, truly and concretely
present among us in the Eucharist.

The practice of outdoor processions and
pilgrimages is a way not only of giving public witness
of faith, but also of taking part in a group effort of
renewal. This is precisely why as we embark upon the
NER Year of Mission, there are four major pilgrimage
routes in which many thousands of faithful are taking
part in journeys being made across our country, from
north, south, west and east ... heading day by day
to the National Eucharistic Congress to be held in
Indianapolis in mid-July.

The long pilgrimage segment from way down
South began in Brownsville, Texas, and is known as
the “St. Juan Diego route,” going now northward. It
passed recently through New Orleans, where some
of our parishioners and other pilgrims of our Diocese
gathered in prayer. OLPS parishioner Bob Tompkins,
who coordinates the composition of this informative
quarterly parish newsletter, journeyed with the group
to I.halt very special event. | asked Bob about his
experience.

“It was so rewarding to be a part of the pilgrimage
from our diocese to the Eucharistic Procession in New
Orleans,” he said. "It was as if the world temporarily
stopped - with police halting early evening fraffic on
Carrolton Avenue, as some 800 of us, in joyful, reverent
solidarity, walked from the Notre Dame Seminary to
nearby St. Rita's Church, led by Archbishop Aymond
holding the covered Real Presence.”

Continued on page 2

Security fence around campus
should be ready by September

By Susan Harrison

If the weather cooperates, by late August or September the playground at Our Lady of Prompt
Succor School should be completely enclosed by a solid seven-foot fence to provide increased
security and privacy for school activities as well as for church parish and community events.

According to OLPS principal Meredith Rhodes, the fence will be built of masonry blocks and will
be constructed with one foot below ground and seven feet above ground. Work already has begun
beside the school gym and behind the Divine Providence Center. A solid metal gate will close the
Chester Street entrance to the schoal.

OLPS Pastor Fr. Rusty Rabalais says the fence is part of an ongoing effort to incorporate tech-
nology in upgrading security across the OLPS campus for church services, school classes and
parish ministries, meetings and events.

The improvements include key fob entrances to all buildings and doors, security cameras around
campus and a security fence behind the church rectory, according to parish manager Julie Bayone.
The funding for the project is through the school Stay Safe campaign and a generous donation from
the church, with the church also covering the funding for the rear rectory fence.

Rhodes says for the past two school years the Campus Countdown fundraiser has funded these
security projects. She is able to lock school doors from her phone and can cancel any individual
key fobs that might be misplaced.

All faculty members have a key fob for easy entrance into all campus buildings and to lock doors
behind students. Other technological advances include online payment for all fees and tuition, and
for any school fund-raising efforts include the sale of special occasion shirts such as school fall fair
and field day shirts, according to the principal.

“Providing security through different means is very costly in our day and time. Our community's
ongoing support is essential in our church parish and school being able to fulfill their mission,” said
Fr. Rusty.

done in the process of building a
security fence around the campus

A worker surveys the early work <
of digging around campus where
a security fence will be installed =




Wardens provide 'witness of family togetherness and faith'

By Bob Tompkins

Steve and Amanda Warden lead busy lives — Steve as manager of
a flourishing e-commerce distribution business and Amanda as a reg-
istered nurse for the Central Louisiana Surgery Center — but it is their
devotion to God and family and the way they live their faith that earns
praise from OLPS Church pastor Father Rusty Rabalais.

“In our times, the witness of family togetherness and our perennial
Catholic faith in the true presence of Christ in the Eucharist is invalu-
able,” said Father Rusty. “Steve and Amanda, with their three children,
offer this witness by attending Sunday Mass as a family. They also do
s0 by serving, with their oldest son, Matt, as Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion at weekend and frequently at weekday Masses. What
a blessing in this time of the Eucharistic Revival.”

Steve, a military brat who traveled the world as a youth before set-
tling in Pineville in time for junior high, is the director for the upcoming
Cenla Men's ACTS Retreat in August. He became a convert to the
Catholic faith in 2003 after having been raised as a Baptist. Amanda,
a native of Lake Charles and daughter of Danny and Gennie Ashy, is
a cradle Catholic.

Their children are Matt, 18; Ben, 16; and Abby, 13.

Both Steve and Amanda credit the ACTS postulate with invigorating
their faith. Steve, who became a convert shortly before his marriage
to Amanda in 2003, admits he was more of a “check-the-box" type of
Catholic before he made his retreat in February of 2020.

“It was a really good experience,” he said of his retreat. "A lightbulb
went off, making me realize | need to get stronger (in the faith).” He has
since worked on multiple retreat teams.

Amanda, meanwhile, made her retreat in January of '21 and has
worked on two teams since. She has helped with the junior high youth
group meetings that Abby attends on Wednesday nights along with the
annual Steubenville South youth conferences. As a nurse, she was in
charge of first aid at Steubenville for several years. She is heading
into her third year of helping put on the diocesan-wide Genesis of Eve
women's conference in September — a gathering that has drawn 700-
800 women from 13 states to the Randolph Riverfront Centre.

Both Matt, who will attend LSUA on a baseball scholarship this fall,
and Ben, a junior at PHS whose passion centers on hunting and fishing,
were scheduled to attend this weekend's Steubenville gathering, and
they plan to take part in the Cenla Teen ACTS retreat at Maryhill in July.
Besides participating in the junior high youth group, Abby's extracur-
ricular interest is now with the PJH dance line.

Steve and Amanda are part of a “couples on tap” prayer group they
started. There are about 12 couples that take turns hosting monthly
meetings that often include a talk by a priest or deacon.

Amanda said her parents shaped the foundation of her faith but
“ACTS helped me go deeper. There's so0 much to leam and to under-
stand.” She now looks forward to her individual prayer time every mom-
ing, along with “diving into scripture and learning more about Mary."

Steve, who wears another cap as president of the Pineville High
School baseball club, summarized his awakening faith experience,
saying, “Jesus is always there waiting for you. It took me going to seek
Him to make a difference. He's never not there. Once | started pursuing
Him, everything changed for me.”

He credits his friend, Scotty Harrison, for persuading him to make his
ACTS retreat, "because it changed my life.”
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The Wardens at the ballpark, from left: Amanda, Matt, Abby,
Steve and Ben

OLPS School veterans retire

By Wendy Malone

The end of every school year brings change — change that can be bit-
tersweet when members of our faculty and staff are able to retire.

This year, our OLPS family wishes Lisa McCain and Pam Schexnyder
a happy retirement.

McCain began teaching preschool in 2011 after teaching in Rapides
Parish for 21 years. She has been a smiling face in our preschool and
kindergarten since her arrival. Not only is Lisa an OLPS alumna, but her
children, Will and Grace, also attended school here.

Schexnyder has been a welcoming face in the office since January
1983. She worked with five principals at Prompt Succor, including well-
known and well-loved Sister Virginia Lee. During this time, her two daugh-
ters, Tracy Daigrepont and Michelle Sanders, and four grandchildren
attended OLPS.

These two will be greatly missed at OLPS. We wish them well.

Lisa McCain

118
Pam Schexnyder

Pastor’s Message from Page 1

Wow - 800 people were gathered in this one event alone! Imagine the
numerous Catholic church parishes across the U.S., where similar numbers of
faithful will gather for public prayer as the four great NER pilgrimage routes are
filled with Eucharistic pilgrims joining for a time, or going further, as all (in person
or in spirit) make their way to Indianapolis. This will result in millions of fellow
Americans witnessing our Catholic faith of love for the Lord in His most concrete
way of still being among us!

When you look at a map of the four MER pilgrimage routes, with the others
having begun in Minnesota (north), California (west) and Connecticut (east), you
notice an outline of the Cross. It is so interesting that in a time of much division
among the people of our great country, it is not something of man that ultimately
unites us. It is something of GOD: our common faith in the Real Presence. Just

| as we are united during Holy Communion at every Mass, we are being united

spiritually with many other believers in the course of the Revival. The great
Eucharistic pilgrimage with living souls of deep faith moving across our land, will
invite a huge blessing upon the United States. Praise God!

May this move us to cherish all the more our Judeo-Christian religious and
moral heritage, which is often under attack. As pilgrims make their way closer
to the center of our nation for the historic Eucharistic Congress, and as we will
celebrate July 4 in the interim, we may recall: “Blessed be the nation whose God
is the Lord” (Ps. 33: 12).

‘0 Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament divine, all praise and all thanksgiving
be every moment thine."

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Rusty Rabalais

r
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Marriage Day of Reflection offered tips on praying together

By Janet Tompkins

Fourteen couples attended the Marriage Day of Reflection recently held at Our
Lady of Prompt Succor Church. Chris and Jenay Franco, leaders of the Domestic
Church group in our parish, coordinated the event.

Abby and Mark Dufrene of Thibodeaux were the facilitators of the one-day
program, and Father Thomas Kennedy talked to the group about the sacramental
side of marriage.

“We noticed in the parish and even in the diocese there wasn't much offered
for married couples,” Jenay said. This event's theme was “holiness in marmiage.”

Jenay thought the day of reflection went well.

The Dufrenes opened the event with a testimony followed by breakout sessions
that gave the participants ime to talk about the ideas brought up in the talk. After
lunch there was time to receive the sacrament of reconciliation along with Adora-
tion and a demonstration of how a couple can pray together.

Mark Dufrene is a counselor and coach and was adept at giving practical advice
to couples. “He showed how to pray together in a way that makes it good for both
of you,” said Chris Franco. There were simple, practical ideas that couples could do
right away that could make a difference in their marriage.

“This was like a testament on how they were able to make their marriage better,"
said one participant of the Dufrenes. There were tips on how to communicate better
and even how one might handle certain situations when they come up.

“The most important thing | got from it,” said Betsy Lanclos, “was that you not only
need to pray for your spouse but also with your spouse.”

The Francos said they hope to have a different but similar one-day session in the
future for married couples.

OLPS Beta Club does well at national competition

By Laura Miller-Koury

Two teams and one individual had top-10 finishes for the OLPS Beta
Club, which competed at the National Beta Club Convention earlier this
month for the first time in many years.

The OLPS team, filled with gifted and talented students, competed in
the elementary school division at the event in Savannah, Ga.

The Beta Club is a nationwide academic honors program (4th through
12th grade) with a strong emphasis on leadership and community
service.

Allwho participated in both state and national competition represented
OLPS well. They competed in various categories: recycled art, quilling,
fabric art, painting, animation, digital art, mixed media, vocal solo,
musicology, piano solo, book battle, jewelry making, drawing, poelry,
and academic subject testing. One even ran for a state office and won.

The musicology team of Austin Knight, Isabel Stokes, Sutton Brossett
and Lucia Cupples finished third. The book battle team, represented by
Knight, Graham Patten and Bryce Louviere placed sixth, and 6th grader
Molly Kate Sumrall finished 8th nationally in vocal solo. Liam Thorpe
competed in recycled art.

OLPS also had a campaign skit team for 5th grader Graham Patten,
and the team impressed encugh to help Graham get elected Louisiana
State Beta president.

“| know OLPS Beta is going to have a jammin' year,” said Graham,
*because it is built on the four pillars of Beta: leadership, scholarship,
character and service.”

OLPS Beta Club members pose for a fun picture in
Savannah.
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