From barbecue meals
to Eucharistic Procession,
Knigts of Columbus serve
OLPS and community

By Chris Lohman

You may have noticed members of the Knights of Columbus Council
8029 serving meals at the parish suppers, or you may have seen some KC
members marching in the Eucharistic Procession.

The Knights do much for OLPS each year, and this year was no excep-
tion.

The Knights’ main fundraiser in April was the Palm Sunday BBQ Chicken
event, and it was the first after a two-year hiatus related to the COVID-19
pandemic. The event exceeded expectations, with an impressive 700 BBQ
plates prepared and sold. This fundraiser enables the council to provide
financial support to the Cenla Pregnancy Center and Radio Maria and the
local seminarians.

June brought a significant milestone as our council participated in the
75th-anniversary Mass at OLPS, a testament to enduring commitment to
the community and the Church. The Knights also collaborated once again
at the Steubenville South Conference with neighboring councils, preparing
and serving meals for the youth.

Embracing new outreach strategies, the OLPS Knights launched a Face-
book page during the summer. This enhances the council’s ability to spread
its message and creates a platform for event promotion. Your support for
this FB page is appreciated.

September marked the kickoff of the Wednesday Night Suppers for the
2023-2024 school year. This not only feeds hot meals folks at an affordable
cost ($6/meal) but adds to the buzz and fellowship around the busy OLPS
campus on Wednesday nights. Also in the fall, the Knights supported with
their time and skills the annual OLPS School Fall Festival and the OLPS
Church Trunk or Treat.

In November, the Knights proudly participated in the Eucharistic Proces-
sion, celebrating the Feast of Christ the King. Many played an integral role,
carrying flags and banners.

The festive spirit continued into December with the annual Christmas
Party, held in conjunction with the Catholic Daughters, fostering camara-
derie and unity among the members. In this spirit of fraternity, our OLPS
chapter welcomed numerous new members and continues to search for
more Catholic men to serve our Church and community with the Knights.

Looking ahead to 2024, the Knights are already laying the groundwork
for another Palm Sunday BBQ fundraiser and looking forward to challenges
that the new year will bring. The council thanks you for your support.

Knights (from left) Malcolm Boudreaux, Dwayne
Simpson, Jim McAllan and Gordon Newton are shown
serving food for the Trunk or Treat

Fortunate

Students from Our Lady of Prompt Succor School collected food
for Christmas food bags for those less fortunate this holiday season
for their Special Advent Project.

This year not only did the students donate food, they made cards
and notes to add to the bags. The 4th, 5th, and 6th graders packed
the bags that were distributed on December 16th to people in the
community during the December Food Pantry giveaway. The spe-
cial Christmas food bags were given out in addition to the regular
food bags that are distributed each month. Approximately 175 food
bags were given out during this December distribution.

Thank you to our generous students and their families for their
donations to this Advent Project and all parishioners who give
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About 300 walked with the Blessed Sacrament around
the OLPS campus in a Eucharistic Procession on Christ
the King Sunday.
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Dear Parishioners of OLPS Church and
School:

As | write, we are in the midst of the Third
Week of Advent, which is known as a time of
“Gaudete” — Rejoice! The Entrance Antiphon on
Gaudete Sunday is taken from St. Paul’s Letter
to the Philippians 4: 4-5: “Rejoice in the Lord
always; again, | say rejoice! Indeed, the Lord
is near.” The Third Week of Advent will flow
quickly into the full joy of Christmas, as Fourth
Advent will last only a few hours!

Overall, this year has been a most special
one for us in OLPS Parish, as we have very joy-
fully celebrated 75 Years of Faith, Family and
Service. Our June 4, principal Anniversary Mass
with Historical Display and Communal Meal,
was by God’s grace just as we had planned
and hoped for it to be. And, more recently, near
this year’s conclusion, what a joyful sound was
made at our “Come Home for Christmas - 75th
Edition” Concert, in which our Traditional, Con-
temporary, 5:30 PM Band and School Youth
Choirs shared their talents and lent their voices,
inspiring us to continued praise and thanks to
the Lord.

This Parish Diamond Anniversary Year has
been for us a sure reason to Rejoice. And we
give thanks for the many hands that have joined
together for us to have realized such a blessed
observance for OLPS Church and School.

As Advent gives way to Christmas, we turn
our attention now, all the more, to the One, Je-
sus Christ, who is the original source of our Joy
and Hope. Born in humble circumstances, and
cradled in a manger, He came from Heaven to
earth clothed with a mortal human nature. He
preached the Good News of the Kingdom of
God and established our Catholic Church. The
Gospel of Christ reshaped the thinking of the
world. He lived for us, and He died for us. Now,
the gates to Heaven, closed after the Original
Sin, are opened once again.

Isn't this the true Christmas gift, the greatest
gift of all time? Not something material, but a
living, divine Person who loves you and me with
an infinite, eternal love. May we receive Him,

Continued on page 2 |
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e at OLPS convent

sian Sisters in residen
By Janet Tompkins

Three sisters of the Society of St. Teresa of Jesus are at home in the Prompt Succor convent,
located at the corner of Chester and Elliott Street. When the last of the sisters of Divine Providence
left the parish on their retirement, the building did not have an official church function.

Now Sister Carolina Larios, Sister Modesta Rocha and Sister Daira Figueroa have come from
Nicaragua and Columbia through an Extension Program grant to serve the Hispanic communities in
our area.

They will minister to the Hispanic communities at the mission parish of Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Forest Hill, Our Lady of Lourdes in Glenmora and St. Rita’s in Alexandria. The Catholic Extension
Program will sponsor their work for the next five years and pay for the rental of the building.

“The OLPS convent is part of the patrimony of our parish and is a sizable residence,” said Father
Rusty Rabalais, pastor. “By the generosity of both a bequest received and an additional gift from
a parishioner family, our parish has been able in the past year to make much needed repairs and
improvements to the convent.”

Through interpreter Anna Martinez, the sisters said their mission is to “visit the families, form lead-
ers in every Spanish community, provide catechism, start youth groups and form Eucharistic ministers
and lectors.” They showed off the newly renovated building, including the chapel area, with smiles and
much praise for the parish.

They said the formation with people is going well. They are visiting families, meeting with the
priests in the parish and working for and with the people. The most pressing need is to be “a spiritual
companion” to the people, working person to person to see to their needs.

Bishop Robert Marshall also said he wanted them to dedicate their ministry to Hispanic ministry
and to form Catholic leaders in these churches.

Sister Carolina is from a small town in Nicaragua and has a degree in nursing. Sister Modesta is
also from Nicaragua in the mountainous area. She has a degree in social work and development
management. Sister Daira, the youngest of the group, is from Columbia and has a social work degree.

When asked about the persecution of Catholics in some parts of South America, they agreed that
they pray for the safety of their Catholic families and sisters there. “It weighs on their minds,” said the
interpreter.

Other sisters of their order accompanied them here to help set up the ministry. They also brought
along a statue of St. Teresa, a crucifix and the framed portrait of St. Henry that are displayed in the
chapel.

The Extension contract will be for five years and will pay their rent for the convent during that time.
The sisters have become regular attendees at the early morning daily Masses at Prompt Succor,
where they say they have already made friends.

The new Teresian sisters at home in the Prompt Succor convent are from left, Sister
Modesta Rocha, Sister Carolina Larios and Sister Daira Figueeroa. Their ministry,
through a Catholic Extension grant, is to the Catholic Hispanic communities in Forest
Hill, Glenmora and Alexandria. (Photo by Janet Tompkins)



Life journey for Amigos:
‘Go’ with God

By Bob Tompkins

The husband-wife team of Dr. Anthony Amigo and Dr. Anita Go may not
be “doctors” of the Church, but they seemingly are “just what the doctor
ordered” when it comes to OLPS Catholic Church.

Anthony, often called “Tony,” is a native of the Philippines. Anita is also
a native of the Philippines but with family roots in China, where her par-
ents were born but eventually moved to the Philippines.

Tony and Anita met in 2003 in Arlington, Virginia, the day after a rela-
tive’s wedding, and they were soon in a long-distance courtship from
Marksville, where Tony was practicing internal medicine, to New York City,
where Anita was a co-resident in pediatrics at the New York University
Medical Center. She moved to the Tulane Medical Center in New Orleans
in July of '04, and from there she did clinics at Rapides Regional a few
days a week. They married in November of 2005 in Alameda, California,
where some relatives lived.

Anita didn’t take Amigo as a last name, she said, because all her li-
censes and professional documents have her maiden name. “It would
take a monumental effort,” she said, “to make changes to all these.”

After Hurricane Katrina in '05, Tony drove from Marksville to Rapides
Regional in Alexandria for work each day for seven years before they
eventually moved together to Alexandria. He said he made the best of
the drudgery of the daily commute by praying the rosary during his drives.

Anita was born into a family of Buddhists but was baptized as a Catho-
lic at age 2. Her parents were baptized as Catholic but did not practice
their faith, she said. The youngest of nine siblings, Anita was among the
last seven children baptized on the same day at Angelus City. Her family
worked at a hardware store, including children, and that included Sun-
days. “If attendance at Mass was not checked, | didn't attend,” she said,
“| was a heathen.”

In recent years, Tony has been a key player in getting the popular “Full-
ness of Truth” mission to come to OLPS the last two years, and it has
become big enough that in February of 2024 it will be a diocesan-wide
event at the Riverfront Centre in downtown Alexandria. He and Anita both
made ACTS retreats in 2011, and Tony makes silent retreats each year at
Manresa and Grand Coteau. He is a co-captain at Grand Coteau.

Anita is the sacristan at OLPS Church — a job that requires much time
and devotion and attention to detail. She is charged with the care of the
sacristy, the church, and their contents. She is also responsible for the
timely preparation of the altar, church and sacristy along with the cleaning
and restoration after each liturgy.

Like Tony, Anita is an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist and is
active in the Catholic Medical Association. Anita even pitches in as an
altar server or lector as needed. She is also active in the Legion of Mary at
St. Frances Cabrini. Tony regularly attends a weekly ACTS men'’s prayer
group that meets at the “Upper Room” on Parliament Drive.

Tony Amigo and Anita Go

Asked what motivates her to do so much volunteer work for the church,
Anita said, ‘I have experienced His love so many times.” She mentioned a
surprise healing, without surgery, from foot drop syndrome, and a miracu-
lous recovery from a bad accident one year during Holy Week.

Still, she credits her parents, who grew up poor, with providing the envi-
ronment to grow in faith.

“They had to help in financial support of their family, so they hardly had
any formal education,” she said. “But God’s grace has been with them that
we were all raised in a very positive environment and given the opportunity
to come to know and love the one true God. This is why | offer lots of
Masses for my parents and grandparents.”

Tony, whose father died when he was 10, says his mother instilled in him
a sense of responsibility, and an aunt introduced him to daily Mass when
he was in high school. After his father, a pediatrician, died, Tony and his
four siblings learned to fish, crab and shrimp at Cebu. He played soccer in
high school and was the salutatorian of his senior class.

Tony and Anita, on work sabbaticals, have walked the Camino de San-
tiago in Spain four times on different routes, most recently in September.
They have hiked about 70 miles each time over six days.

“It's just a profound experience to reflect on your life’s journey while tak-
ing each step,” said Tony.

“Once you get to Santiago, you're finally happy,” said Anita, “but you're
sad because it's over. It must be what heaven is meant to be like.”

Pastor’s Message from Page 1

[Christ our Lord, into our hearts and souls this Christmastime. May we
cherish Him as the One because of whom we gather daily to celebrate
the Eucharist and are formed as a parish community.

The angel said to the shepherds: “Behold, | proclaim to you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of
David, a Savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord” (Lk.
2:10-11).

As our principal Anniversary observance was right at 75 Years since
the first parish Mass with OLPS parishioners in what is now Olinger Hall,
and as we are now right at the center of the U.S. Eucharistic Revival,
we cannot miss an important aspect to our Savior’s birth. The place of
Jesus’ birth, Bethlehem, means “House of Bread.” Christ, born in the
“House of Bread,” continues to offer Himself to us as “Living Bread” in
the Eucharist. What an awesome gift! The Eucharist gathers us as a
Church each and every day!

\_ A book of Dynamic Catholic, titled “Beautiful Eucharist,” is available

in the foyer of church. Please accept it as a gift to your family from our\
parish. It contains some further fine reflections on the Holy Eucharist.

THANK YOU to our generous parishioners, our hard-working staff,
and to all who volunteer in so many ways to help us continue our church
and school mission. To love and serve God and neighbor is where we
will find our greatest joy in life. With our heritage of 75 Years of Lived
Catholic Faith and the blessings of all the observances of this anniver-
sary year,

May we, nourished and strengthened by the Holy Eucharist, go for-
ward in continued service to God and neighbor. Our parish mission is “To
know Christ Jesus - we are family and this is our home.”

Merry Christmas! | wish you and your family the joy of this Holy Sea-
son.

Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Rusty Rabalais
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By Susan Harrison

In life, Charlene Richard was a typical child of the 1950s. She climbed
trees, defended victims of bullying and was the second of 11 children of
sharecropper parents. She was captain of her basketball team, played
softball and was a member of 4H and Junior Catholic Daughters of the
Americas.

It was in her dying that this “Little Cajun Saint” showed what many in
South Louisiana call her sainthood.

Father Taylor Reynolds, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in St. Joseph, La.,
became the Episcopal Delegate for her cause of sainthood in February
2023. On November 15, he spoke to parishioners at Our Lady of Prompt
Succor Church about Charlene and the process.

Her life has been under investigation for “heroic virtue” since 2020.
The steps to sainthood first required her to be named venerable, then
blessed, then a saint. Fr. Taylor said his report will be for the first step in
the process.

At the age of 12, in July 1958, Charlene became very ill. She was
rushed to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Lafayette, where she was
diagnosed with acute lymphatic leukemia. Three doctors informed her
parents there was no treatment available and she had two weeks to live.
Not wanting to break the news to their child, the parents asked newly
ordained Fr. Joseph Brennon, chaplain of the hospital, to tell Charlene
of her diagnosis.

Asking the Holy Spirit for the words, Fr. Brennon told the child that
she was sick and would not be leaving the hospital, that a beautiful lady
would come and take her home. She replied “Yes, the Blessed Mother.
I'l tell her you said Hi.”

The young priest visited the child daily during her painful illness, and
each day she asked him who she was suffering for that day. She offered
her suffering as a prayer for those he suggested. On August 10, 1959,
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Father Taylor Reynolds enlightened OLPS parishioners
about Charlene Richard’s cause for sainthood.
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Father Reynolds tells story of ‘Little Cajun Saint’

when Fr. Brennen visited, Charlene told him she was going to heaven the
next day. When he returned August 11, he discovered she had died.

Her story was spread though out Acadiana, and people flocked to her
tomb to pray.

A college student named Tara Roy had stage 5 colon cancer and couldn’t
walk to the tomb without help. She knelt at the tomb and traced Charlene’s
name with her finger. She survived and went on to marry and have five
children.

A premature baby whose oxygen levels were at 20 percent had a family
member place one of Charlene’s prayer cards on the crib, and the levels
increased to 90 percent. Many such miracles have been attributed to the
Little Cajun Saint.

For the Church to declare an event a miracle, it has to be unexplained,
immediate (ask for intercession and it happens quickly), direct (ask only
one person for intercession not multiple) and complete (illness can’t come
back.)

Fr. Taylor is sworn to secrecy about his investigation, so the information
provided during his talk are events that already are public knowledge.

Early Adoration offered
daily at OLPS during Advent

Parishioners were afforded the opportunity for thirty minutes of Adoration
before the Blessed Sacrament prior to the 6:30 a.m. Masses during Advent.

Deacon Mike Young said the idea for this came out of an OLPS parish
committee he chairs that deals with Eucharistic Revitalization in connec-
tion with the three-year Eucharistic Revival started last year by the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops.

This is the second year of the Eucharistic Revival and its focus is on the
parish level.

“We wanted to identify a time other than Fridays to make the Blessed
Sacrament available for Adoration, and we figured this time would be a logi-
cal place,” said Young, “and the participation has been quite good. We're
also going to do it again for Lent.”

The reintroduction of the Precious Blood on the Solemnity of Christ the
King in November and the second annual Eucharistic Procession around
the OLPS campus on the same day were other ways the church offered
opportunities to focus more on the Eucharist.

In the spring of 2024, the final year of the Revival, parishioner Bob Tomp-
kins will give a talk on the Real Presence, and there will be some video
presentations on the Eucharist at OLPS.

“This will all culminate in July with the National Eucharistic Congress,”
Young said, referring to a five-day conference celebrating the Eucharist
July 17-21 at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis.
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Parishioners gathered before 6:30 a.m. daily Masses for
Adoration during Advent.
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