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Outreach Ministry: 
‘Doing something for the Lord’ 
By Janet Tompkins

Cenla ACTS 
“Feed the 
Flame” event 
on Dec. 5 at 
Maryhill

On October 25, OLPS hosted its annual Trunk or Treat event. It was a huge 
success with more than 200 children and families attending. The organizers 
did a great job ensuring it was a safe event - all candy was individually 
wrapped and there was limited contact while distributing the treats. Despite 
the challenges, we are thrilled we were able to host such a fun event for our 
community. 

Photo by Janet Tompkins
Shown attending an Outreach Ministry meeting are, from left: Linda Gauthier, 
Travis Monroe, Mary Bush, Myrt Rambin, Jeanette Lea and Father Rusty. 
(Not pictured are Janet Tompkins, Judy Cangelosi and Joan Monsour)

Dear Parishioners of OLPS Church and 
School:

Something we cannot live without is hope.  
How often people are seeking for that which 
helps realize their hopes and dreams.  How 
often we seek an outcome that may make our 
lives better in some way, or that may make a 
tough situation more bearable.  Hope allows us 
to envision a better future and can even moti-
vate us to take the steps to make it happen.

In 2020, we have had to adjust to never 
thought-of uncertainties impacting us per-
sonally and publicly.  Who would have ever 
thought last new year that we’d come to wit-
ness in these months a global pandemic … so-
cial and political unrest … and along our area 
of the Gulf Coast, two major hurricanes?  Now, 
we are all looking with hope to 2021, hope for 
a better future!

Around the early fall, I heard someone 
say:  “I’m still waiting for the good luck from the 
black-eyed peas I ate last January 1st to kick 
in!”  We may smile at this, and it is an indication 
of how we have felt through the unfolding of 
2020.  It has to get better, we’ve prayed.

During Advent, we join the ancient people 
of Israel in such expectation.  For four weeks 
leading up to December 25, we watch and wait 
… light candles that scatter the darkness … 
and pray fervently for the coming of the Lord.  
This focus is much more than “good luck”; it is 
a founded HOPE in what God has promised 
and what God will do!

The prophet Isaiah, our Advent prophet, 
says to the expectant people of Israel who had 
experienced many tribulations:  “On that day, 
a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, 
and from his roots a bud shall blossom.  The 
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him:  a Spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, a Spirit of coun-
sel and strength, a Spirit of knowledge and fear 
of the Lord” (Is. 11).  

We believe this Old Testament promise 
was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who was con-
ceived in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
born in the town of Bethlehem and laid humbly 
in a manger (Lk. 1-2).  So wondrous was His 
birth among us, even recognized by an as-
sembly of angels, that we celebrate it each and 
every year.

We must always remember the unique-
ness of what Christ has done for us.  We were 

For the past 20 years, the Outreach Ministry of Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church has 
served as a connection to those who are shut-in, sick or grieving.  The members meet each Mon-
day at 10 a.m. in the St. Timothy Center writing cards and letters to these parishioners. There are 
about 150 names of those who are shut-ins, hospitalized or living in an assisted living or nursing 
home setting.

Jeanette Lee and Myrt Rambin are the leaders for the group that numbers about 7-10 people. 
The ministry is open to anyone who wants to show up.

Each parishioner on the prayer list gets a card every month that is signed with a personal 
message from each of those attending.  The group also writes those who have suffered a death in 
the family or those welcoming a new baby. When they learn of someone hospitalized for a serious 
matter, cards are also sent.

“I feel like we are doing something for the Lord,” said Myrt of the parish ministry. “It can help 
make someone’s day, and it might be the only mail that someone gets.”

“I enjoy that they know someone is thinking of them,” said Jeanette.
Imagine going to your parish church for years, raising children through the sacraments but 

then reaching a stage in your own life when in-person church attendance can’t be managed. The 
outreach ministry is there to keep the connection alive.

Each meeting is started with prayers for those who are on the outreach list. Anyone can call 
the rectory and ask that a loved one or friend be put on the outreach list. The individuals may stay 
on the list for years with the outreach committee feeling a deep connection to these pen pals. 

Sister JoAnn DeLoach, who served as the coordinator for this program before her retirement, 
said in a phone call that it is a vital ministry to keep serving the sick and frail of the community. 
“It keeps people who are homebound directly connected to Prompt Succor,” she said. “It is an 
important ministry.”  The program was actually started by Sid McDaniel when she was on the 
parish staff around 2000.

The Monday morning group often gets letters back from these friends who keep them up-
dated on what is going on in their lives. Some will write to tell of an upcoming surgery needing 
special prayer or to thank the group for keeping in touch.

The ministry is even more important during the quarantine when more of these parishioners 
are not allowed to get visits from family or friends.

Public Square 
Rosary Rally 
at OLPS in 
October
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State Catholic Daughters to gather in Alexandria in April
By Janet Tompkins

Hirchaks’ faith ‘animates their volunteer service’
By Bob Tompkins

Continued on Page 3

The Catholic Daughters Court Notre Dame, housed at Prompt Suc-
cor Church, encompasses 100 women who belong to various church 
parishes. Despite the challenges of COVID, the local group has man-
aged to stay cohesive meeting either in person or by Zoom. 

Now they plan to welcome The Louisiana State Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas for their 49th statewide convention to the Alexandria 
Riverfront Center April 15-18.

Marlene Sawrie has served as regent for the CDA chapter here 
for last three years. “The value of CDA is that it is everywhere in this 
world,” she said. Their important work includes not only adult groups 
but there are also Junior CDA and even younger ones in vibrant groups 
around the world.

Court Notre Dame meets monthly except for July and August and 
the work is spiritual, educational and charitable. They usually have a 
spring bake sale and a raffle to garner the needed funds to operate. 
Since the pandemic, the bake sale is off and the raffle and other dona-
tions make up the bulk of their funds.

They have given $1,000 to the bishop each year for the seminarian 
fund; $500 to Prompt Succor school for a scholarship, and donations 
to Radio Maria. They also sponsor one child in the Backpack Feeding 
Program through the schools. A local CDA child is also selected each 
year. This is a family in need of extra help due to a child’s illness or 
handicap.

“The state CDA gives them extra money for incidentals not covered 
by other things,” said Sawrie. The local group keeps up with the family 

and the chapter prays for them as well. At each CDA chapter meeting 
there is a jar to donate to the CDA family. At the end of the year there is 
a special party for the child and parents.

The April state CDA convention will include Mass for the attendees 
at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral on the Friday opening session and 
again on Sunday for the attendees. Business meetings, spiritual reflec-
tions, fun night and a banquet are part of the agenda.   Anyone wishing 
more information about attending can call Sawrie at (318) 308-6243.

Hurricanes from Page 2

Pastor’s Message from Page 1

The OLPS Catholic Daughters at a Hospitality Sunday 
event before the pandemic.

born to live.  However, Jesus was born to die … so that WE might live! 
Because of Jesus, His birth, cross and resurrection, we have a future!  
“For in hope, we were saved” (Rom. 8: 24).   The greatest enemy we 
may face, death itself, has been overcome by the child born in Bethle-
hem.  Oh, what HOPE this gives us:  to share one day in the glory of 
Heaven whence came the Word made flesh!  

At our Lord and Savior’s birth, “there was a multitude of the heav-
enly host with the Angel, praising God and saying:  ‘Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests’ “ 
(Lk. 2: 14).  

I am very happy to be with you at Our Lady of Prompt Succor 
Church and School, and look forward to the time ahead.  My prayer 

for Christmas is that our parish families may experience the hope of 
this season, the renewal and love inspired by Christmas.  Our God has 
come to meet us, has actually become one like us in all things except 
for sin.  God truly understands.  Gaudium et spes:  what joy and hope 
this gives us!  

My prayer for the New Year is that the Lord may bless and guide 
us as we journey together, seeking to follow in the footsteps of Christ, 
and with the helpful Intercession of our Blessed Lady.  Our Lady of 
Prompt Succor, hasten to our help!

Merry Christmas!  May God bless and keep you and your family.
Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Rusty Rabalais

The Hirchak family, from left: Victoria, Robert, Catherine, 
Carol, Sonni Tarver and Michael

Left Photo:
Overhead view of OLPS School campus shows roof 
leaks on the kindergarten wing (foreground) and 
Olinger Hall (back) from Hurricane Laura. (Photos
provided by Julie Bayonne)

Right Photo:
Humidifier at work trying to limit water damage 
inside the church from Hurricane Delta.

The ramp on the side of the St. Timothy Building was 
damaged by this fallen tree during Hurricane Laura.

Carol Hirchak was asked why she and her husband, Robert, and 
the rest of the family do what they do.

What do they do?
Robert is the sacristan for the weekday 5:30 p.m. Mass at Our Lady 

of Prompt Succor Church, and has been at the job for some 20 years.
Carol is a lector and has been involved with Robert in youth ministry 

at OLPS for about 20 years.
Both are Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy Eucharist. Both are 

veterans of the ACTS apostolate. Carol was on the ACTS (Adoration, 
Community, Theology, Service) Core team when the movement was in 
its infancy more than a decade ago. 

Both are involved in Domestic Church, the family branch of a move-
ment started in 1973 for the youth of Poland and which since has 
spread to the United States. It helps families grow in their knowledge 
and experience of Christ and His Church.

They have also done mission work in Mexico for five summers.
“Why do we do what we do?” Carol, a nurse practitioner said, re-

peating the question. “We’re called to help each other to be a faith-filled 
community. We teach kids we’re supposed to be the hands and feet of 
Christ. Faith without works is nothing.”

A convert to Catholicism, Carol is a native of Pascagoula, Missis-
sippi, and was a Baptist “from my head to my toes” before she started 
dating Robert, having been introduced to him by a friend at LSU. 

A typical date for them was going to Mass and a movie and dinner. 
“I was mad I couldn’t go to communion,” she said. 
One day, however, while they were living in a small town in north-

west Arkansas in the mid-1990s, as she was kneeling in church, she 
said she heard God say, “This is my body and this is my blood.” That 
led to her first becoming a Catholic “in her heart” and then taking the 
necessary courses to be welcomed officially into the Catholic Church.

Robert, a 56-year-old native of Alexandria, is one of nine children, 
including an identical twin, from “very devout” Catholic parents. He was 
schooled at St. Rita’s, Menard, LSUA and LSU. In 1987, he received his 
master’s degree in food science from LSU. Yet, the intense regulation in 
the food industry pushed him to seek another job, and he is a 12-year 
veteran of Cleco, where he works in utility systems compliance.

When Carol got a job offer in Alexandria, they moved back, “and 
God brought us to Prompt Succor.” They’ve been here since.

“We were the first couple to go with the youth to Catholic Heart 
Work Camps,” said Robert, who had been inspired by an old, wise Af-
rican priest in Silvan Springs, Arkansas, to try some fun ways to get 
youth involved in church. 

At OLPS, said Robert, “we took two vans to the first (work camp) in 
Mobile, and the archbishop said our Mass!”

The double whammy hurricanes that hit the Alexandria area in late 
summer did not bypass Our Lady of Prompt Succor School and Church. 
While Laura concentrated her fury on the school, the later Delta man-
aged to do some flood damage to the church sanctuary.

Parish Manager Julie Bayone said an estimated $110,000 in dam-
age was done to school roofs, the roofs of some rental houses and 
the church nursery. The school gym and the old convent on Chester 
Street also received roof damage. A school fence on Chester Street was 
knocked down.

Since each individual building has a separate insurance policy, the 
hurricane deductible of two per cent of the replacement value of each 
damaged building had to be met before any payments could be made. 
No insurance payments are expected.

Julie said that means that the church and school operating funds 
will be used to make the repairs. A few people have sent in donations to 
help with repairs.

Some of the pipes in the ceiling of the school building already were in 
need of repair, so school roof repairs will have to wait until after that work 
is done. The other damage can be repaired sooner, Julie explained. 

In addition to roofs and the fence, a tree knocked down during Hur-
ricane Laura damaged the ramp at the side of the St. Timothy building.

Two hurricanes dealt significant damage to OLPS campus
By Susan Harrison

The heavy rain that accompanied Hurricane Delta targeted 
the Church building. Water came into the vestibule, the sacristy 
and the nursery area. The OLPS custodial crew worked tire-
lessly to extract the water from the building and get dehumidifi-
ers going to dry out the church. Julie said an insurance adjuster 
has looked at the carpet and other damage, but has yet to get 
back with any possible insurance payout.

“Sid McDaniel (former OLPS youth ministry leader) mentored us,” said 
Carol. “She’s a beautiful soul, and she’s a godparent for Victoria.“

Victoria, 23, is a pediatric nurse at Cabrini who helps with the high 
school students in senior high youth group meetings on Sunday nights.

Michael, 21, is a junior at Louisiana Tech where he is in a pre-med cur-
riculum. He met his girlfriend, Sonni Tarver, at a pro-life march in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Catherine, 17, is a senior at Menard. She shadowed her father so 
many years as he did his sacristan duties that she can handle them now 
if her father is out of town. She helps with the live-streaming of the 5:30 
p.m. weekday Mass, and with audio-visual work at Menard. She is also on 
the MAC (Menard Apostles for Christ) team, which conducts retreats for 
each grade at the school.

“Robert and Carol and family are ever ready and willing to assist 
around the church parish, such as with set-up for Masses and in high 
school youth ministry,” said Father Rusty Rabalais, pastor of OLPS. “Their 
faith animates their volunteer service.”


