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     Since its inception nearly two years ago, the OLPS food pantry has gone from provid-
ing food to 40 families to 150-200 families a month.
     For years the Prompt Succor office staff kept a small supply of canned food in an 
office closet to hand out to people who came looking for food, but the demand began to 
outpace the supply. Parishioner Chris Bayonne, who heads up the Community Services 
Commission, came up with a plan to hand out food once a month instead of piecemeal 
as people came looking for it. 
     The OLPS community responded enthusiastically, donating food and cash to pre-
pare monthly food supplies for people who cook their meals at home and for the home-
less population who need food they can eat without cooking.
     People who can’t quite stretch their food budgets for a full month come the last 
Saturday of each month and receive canned vegetables, canned meats, pasta sauce 
and pasta, dried beans and rice and loaves of bread. Those who don’t have regular ac-
cess to a kitchen get peanut butter, jelly, tuna and Vienna sausages, canned chicken, 
canned ravioli, bread and crackers.
     Every month a group of volunteer adults and children shows up after 8 a.m. Saturday 
Mass to package the food into bundles. Some make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches 
so the people who are in line by 8:30 for the 10 a.m. giveaway have a snack to tide 
them over. All parishioners are welcomed to come help. The crew usually consists of 
some regulars and some first timers. Parents bring their children to instill the virtue of 
charity in them early.  
     In addition to individuals bringing food each month, several parish organizations hold 
periodic food drives. Recently the Catholic Daughters, Girls on the Run and the Cenla 
ACTS teams have contributed food. Some parishioners prefer to donate cash or have 
regular deductions from their bank accounts. 
     The people who come are mostly neighbors who live in the area around the church. 
Martha Spikes spoke for the group as they were waiting on Nov. 30. 
     “We really appreciate it; it means a whole lot to us,” she said.
     Most of those waiting for food spoke of feeding their grandchildren and neighborhood 
children who come over hungry. 
     “Their money runs out but the grandkids are still hungry when they come over, and 
we have to find something to feed them,” Spikes said.
     A chorus of “we’re so thankful” was heard as the crowd agreed the food was ap-
preciated.

Food pantry now provides for hundreds
By Susan Harrison

   The senior high 
youth experienced a 
wonderful encounter 
with two beautiful wom-
en of God when Sister 
Serina and Sister Amy 
Marie with the Marian 
Sisters from the Diocese 
of Lincoln, Nebraska, 
visited OLPS in early 
November.

     So, why would nuns 
from Nebraska want to vis-
it Alexandria?

     “When we met you at 
Covecrest, we were drawn 
to your parish,” Sister Amy 

Marie said. “We could see that the Spirit is alive in your parish, so 
our goal was to come to Louisiana, and here we are!”
     For the youth group program on Nov. 3, the sisters enjoyed 
fellowship with the teens before Sister Amy Marie presented a 
talk about identity and what it means to be a beloved woman. She 
opened her talk, explaining that the first place the evil one will at-
tack us is in our identity. “The evil one can be ourselves, the devil, 
or the world,” she said.
     She highlighted three pillars about womanhood and female 
identity and invited all of the teens to think of the women in their 
lives as she moved through her talk. First, women are beloved 
daughters of the father, meaning we are loved. Second, women 
are brides, meaning we are given in love, and this applies even if 
we are not married, as in the example of Christ loving His bride, 
the church. Finally, she shared that women are mothers, even if 

not in the biological sense, meaning we are entrusted with love 
and able to give love.
     She closed the presentation, explaining, “When we know we 
are loved, we want to give love,” she said. “And when you don’t 
remember anything else, always remember that you are loved and 
you are chosen by God.”
     Following the presentation, the boys and girls met in separate 
groups to discuss what Sister Amy Marie had shared. They closed 
the evening in fellowship.
     It was a wonderful night for the teens to have an inside peek 
into the lives of these religious sisters, who graciously answered 
questions about daily routine and sleeping quarters at the convent, 
sports and recognizing the call to vocations. The nuns were open 
and honest in answering all the questions the teens had for them. 
And now OLPS has two honorary members in Nebraska!

Marian Sisters share insight on vocations and feminine identity
By Missy LaBorde
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Volunteers for the OLPS Food 
Pantry monthly giveaway make 

peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches.

People line up to wait to receive 
free packages of food from the 
OLPS Food Pantry.

     We all have dreams of how Christmas 
should be, or how we want it to be for our 
families. These ideas may have come 
from how we celebrated Christmas when 
we were young, or how we wish it would 
have been celebrated. Books, movies and 
television programs also hold out for us 
the “ideal” Christmas celebration.
     We can imagine that the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary also had dreams of how the first 
Christmas would be celebrated – how she 
would welcome her Son and Savior into 
the world. It’s safe to say that the scenario 
probably didn’t work out as she had envi-
sioned.
     Instead of giving birth to Jesus at home 
in comfortable, familiar surroundings, she 
had to make a long, difficult trip to Beth-
lehem within days of her Son’s birth. Ex-
hausted upon arriving, she then discov-
ered that she would not even have a room 
at the local motel but would have to lodge 
with St. Joseph in a stable. Her birthing 
“suite” was a dirty, smelly mess!
     However, that was how Jesus had 
deigned to enter the world – as one with 
the poor, outcast and forgotten. Instead of 
being born in a palace or even a reason-
ably comfortable inn, Jesus chose to be 
born among the animals in that manger 
full of hay.
     His Blessed Mother didn’t complain. It 
wasn’t how she would have preferred it, 
undoubtedly, but she was simply happy to 
be the mother of Jesus. She was happy 
to have St. Joseph and Jesus there. She 
welcomed the shepherds and Wise Men 
who came to see Jesus and wondered at 
the miraculous signs in the sky they de-
scribed.
     Both after the birth of Jesus and after 
Jesus was found in the Temple at 12 years 
old, St. Luke tells us in his Gospel that 
Mary kept all these things (the marvelous 
and miraculous circumstances surround-
ing her Son) in her heart and reflected on 
them (Luke 2:19; 2:51).
     The Scriptures make clear that the most 
important fact for Mary was that Jesus had 

Jesus’ humble birth
gives value to us

Trunk or TreatTrunk or Treat
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Safety operations for OLPS campus in final stages
By Janet Tompkins

Michiels family helps ‘wherever needed’ at OLPS
By Bob Tompkins

Ed. note: Since this 
story was written, the 
Michiels’ house and 
surrounding property 
suffered significant 
damage in the tornado 
that barreled through 
Alexandria on Decem-
ber 16th.

  Matthew and 
Shelley Michiels joined 
Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor Parish three 
years ago, and they 
couldn’t be happier 
about their decision to 
join this parish.
     “We’ve been 
welcomed with open 
arms,” said Matt.
     “We fit (at OLPS),” 
added Shelley.

Since joining 
Prompt Succor, Shel-

ley has helped with CCD and was recently named the interim 
CCD coordinator. She is also involved with the Catholic Daugh-
ters.
     She taught CCD for about 17 years at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Church in Tioga.
     “We wanted a new (church) home and decided to come 
to Prompt Succor,” said Matt. “The youth program, for Josey, 
drew us to Prompt Succor. Once we got to know Father Dan and 
(former OLPS parochial vicar) Father John (Wiltse) …,” he said 
without finishing the sentence, but the positive implication of his 
unsaid comment was clear.
     Matt and Shelley have two daughters, Adrianna, 22, and 
Josey, 12.

Sitting together at their home 
are, from left, Matthew, Josey 
and Shelley Michiels. Adrianna 
was not available for the picture.

     A seventh-grader at Pineville Junior High, Josey is an altar 
server at OLPS. Adrianna is Shelley’s daughter by a previous mar-
riage, since annulled, “but Adrianna considers Matt her daddy be-
cause he raised her since she was two years old,” said Shelley. 
“They also think alike about so many things.”
     Matt, Shelley and Josey live in Alexandria in the house at the 
end of Louise Street that once belonged to Matthew’s grandpar-
ents, Doc and Louise Michiels (pronounced me-GILLS). The walls 
in their living room are filled with family pictures from the past and 
present as well as religious artwork.
     Both are cradle Catholics. Matthew, 45, is a 1992 graduate 
of Marksville High. Shelley, a self-described “Air Force brat” from 
Fort Walton Beach, Florida, is a 1991 graduate of Alexandria Se-
nior High.
     They met while they were parishioners at Immaculate Heart, 
but they enkindled their lifelong friendship several months later at 
a work project at the church, even though Shelley arrived late to 
the project.
     “From there, we’ve been like peas and carrots,” said Matthew.
     They married on July 20 – Shelley’s birthday -- in 2002.
     “What better gift could there be on your birthday?” said Shel-
ley, noting they began dating in 1999 on November 6, the eve of 
Matt’s birthday.
     Shelley was a nurse for several years before injuring her hip 
and four vertebrae in her back in a fall at work in 2011. Although 
her hip is fine, she still endures effects from the back injury that 
limit her activity.
     Matt, an usher at some Sunday Masses, has worked the last 
20 years at Southern Air Heating and Cooling where he’s a senior 
tech. He takes pride that he has been the family’s grocery shopper 
since 2007.
     Josey, who is in the drama club at PJH, is taking Pre-AP (col-
lege level) classes and occasionally helps her mother with the 
CCD program. Adrianna, a graduate of Bolton and a student at 
LSUA, lives in Pineville and attends OLPS Church.
     “Shelley and Matt and their family are always ready to lend a 
hand wherever help is needed in the parish,” said Father Dan. 
“They serve willingly and without a need for reward or recognition.”

The Workman family represented the congregation 
in the candle lighting ceremony for the OLPS Church 
advent wreath on the third Sunday of Advent.

taken flesh in her womb, and that Jesus was near to her, physi-
cally and spiritually. Throughout her life, in many different cir-
cumstances, things did not work out as she imagined. Mary 
continued to give her fiat, her “yes” to God’s will for her and her 
Son every day and in every situation.
     Things seldom work out exactly as we’ve planned, either, 
whether it’s for our Christmas celebration or any other event 
in our lives or the life of our family. But the Christmas story 
confirms for us that Christ is always with us in the details, in 
the messiness of our lives, and that’s the most important fact 
of our faith.
     Jesus didn’t humble himself and become human to make 
our human life perfect. He suffered to give value to our suffer-
ing, he died to give meaning to our death. Jesus lived like us 

in all things but sin so that we could be redeemed from sin and 
death. Jesus became one of us so that we might not have to 
fear the ultimate death of eternal separation from God because 
of our sinfulness.
     So, the next time our holiday celebration, or any other situ-
ation, doesn’t turn out as perfectly as we had planned, thank 
God for Jesus being willing to be with us and redeem the im-
perfection of our lives. We don’t have to be perfect for Jesus 
to love us. We don’t have to be perfect to merit, through Jesus’ 
death and Resurrection, a share in His own divine and eternal 
life!
     May the peace of Christ be with you and yours throughout 
this Christmas season.

Fifty people participated in the 
Public Square Rosary Rally in 
front of OLPS Church on Sat-
urday, Oct. 13 — one of more 
than 20,000 such rallies that day 
across the country organized by 
a network of volunteers recruit-
ed by America Needs Fatima.

     Our Lady of Prompt Succor is in the final stages of setting up 
the Safety Team operations to protect parishioners whether they 
are at the church, school or other facilities.
     Tim “Pops” Ledet, is directing the protective services part of 
the plan and Carol Hirchak is helping to assemble the volun-
teers for the medical part of the program.
     “The church is blessed to have many parishioners that are 
in law enforcement or have been in it and are still authorized to 
carry a weapon,” Ledet said. Although they are already trained 
in the field, they will have further classroom instruction and 
range practice to coordinate how the group will work together at 
church. This will begin in 2020.
     Cameras are already installed at key points, including the 
church perimeter, inside the church and on the parking lots but 
a few more cameras are being added with three monitors for the 
volunteer marshal to watch during the church or special events.
     “I’d say 95 percent of the video work has been done and we 
have a good system and good coverage,” said Ledet, who works 
for the Louisiana State Police and is on the FBI Task Force deal-
ing with domestic terrorism threats.
     He has already cooperated with several churches to com-
plete such a program. “Other churches including the Pentecos-

tals, Zion Hill and Calvary Baptist have good programs already 
working,” he said.
     “We want to put our best foot forward (in protecting our con-
gregation),” he said. “We don’t want to wait until something bad 
happens to do it.” An incident in the church last year brought that 
point home to any of those wondering if it was necessary. No 
one was hurt in that event during a school Mass, but volunteers 
at the church did help in securing the suspect while the police 
arrived.

     Other parts of the program still to be completed are modifica-
tions to some of the doors. When the program is implemented, 
Father Dan will alert everyone that all of the church doors except 
the front entry will be locked shortly after Mass begins. Anyone 
can exit at any time but entry will be only in the front after that 
point.
     Medical volunteers have their own committee that has a plan 
to deal with emergencies while at Mass. There are AEDs (defi-
brillators) located in the church, the DPC and the school. There 
will also be a medical trauma kit for them to use at the church, 
if needed.
     More volunteers are also needed from either law enforce-
ment, medical or counseling fields.

“We don’t want to wait until something 
bad happens to do it.”
       — Tim “Pops” Ledet


