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Deacon Young is returning 
to serve at home parish

Just yesterday afternoon, an engaging parishioner ask me: 
“So,… when did you decide to become a Deacon?”  I quipped, 
“Just this morning.”

That one moment sums up the past six-plus years.  If I were 
to be honest, I would admit that when I originally perceived what 
I thought to be a call to ordained ministry as a deacon, I had no 
real idea of what a deacon is, or does, or is supposed to be.  I 
knew what God was asking me to pursue, but I had no idea of 
what that might entail.  So initially, I let my fears, my confusion, 
my unworthiness, and my uncertainty lead me. I put the call on 
the back burner. Over the months that followed, try as I might 
to ignore the Lord, His pursuit of all of us, if we simply get out of 
our own way, is extraordinarily beautiful, and He will never lead 
any of us to desolation. 

I finally shared with Colette what I was experiencing in my 
prayer time, and true to her much deeper spirituality than my 
own, she did not question where the Holy Spirit was leading us.  

From the moment that I received affirmation from Colette to today is honestly a blur, and words 
to explain the journey to ordination seem monumentally inadequate.  However, there are some 
concrete takeaways that I might like to share.  

Hundreds celebrate Fr. Rusty’s 
25th anniversary as priest
By Susan Harrison

After months of planning, the celebration of pastor Father Rusty Rabalais’ 25th anniversary of 
his ordination was held during 10:30 am Mass on Sunday, May 22. 

A packed church including OLPS parishioners, parishioners from his previous assignments, 
family and childhood friends attended the joyous occasion. Members of the parish Knights of Co-
lumbus and Catholic Daughters also were on hand to honor him. 

Following Mass, some 325 people joined Fr. Rusty in the Divine Providence Center for lunch, 
a slide show of Fr. Rusty’s career and speakers extolling his years of service. 

A delicious lunch was prepared by OLPS Parishioner and Knight George Hardy, and served 
by the Catholic Daughters and Junior Catholic Daughters. 

In reflecting on the event, Fr. Rusty wrote in the church bulletin: “I had hoped it would turn out 
to be a joyful parish family and community event, and it certainly was! What a blessing it was to see 

Newly ordained deacon 
Les Glankler

Glankler ‘crossed starting line’ 
in his journey to diaconate

Dear Parishioners of OLPS Church and 
School:

Recently, 13 candidates were ordained 
to the Permanent Diaconate for our Diocese.  
What a blessing for our local church!  One of 
the new deacons is Rev. Les Glankler, OLPS 
parishioner. 

Les will join previously ordained deacon 
Mike Young (who is also originally a parishioner 
of OLPS) in their both having official assignment 
of ministry in our church parish, starting July 1.

One of the “Sacraments at the Service of 
Communion,” the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches, is Holy Orders, which exists 
in three degrees: bishop, priest and deacon.  
“Catholic doctrine, expressed in the liturgy, the 
Magisterium, and the constant practice of the 
Church, recognizes that there are two degrees 
of ministerial participation in the priesthood of 
Christ:  the episcopacy and the presbyterate.  
The diaconate is intended to help and serve 
them.”  (CCC, 1554).

What is so unique to a Catholic Ordination 
Rite is that we have an unbroken chain in ap-
ostolic succession among ordaining bishops, 
going back to Christ Himself, who designated 
the Apostles the first bishops and priests of the 
Church at the Last Supper (Lk. 22: 19) and who 
breathed upon them the Holy Spirit on Easter 
Sunday evening (Jn. 20: 22).  This unbroken 
chain means that when a bishop “lays hands” on 
a priest or deacon candidate today, that ordina-
tion action is more than just symbolic … but rep-
resents a special grace and gift of the Spirit be-
ing transmitted and going back to Christ Himself.  
Our Church’s 2,000-year history traces back the 
Lord Jesus Christ, a living body through time!

“The Sacrament of Holy Orders, like Baptism 
and Confirmation, confers an indelible spiri-
tual character and cannot be repeated” (CCC, 
1582). A diaconal candidate who is married prior 
to ordination, like both Mike and Les, remains 
married after being ordained to the diaconate.  
However, if a spouse dies, a deacon in our Latin/
Western Church may not remarry.  A man who 
is not married at time of ordination, may not later 
get married.  The celibate state, as is the case 
for most all priests in the West, is “for the sake of 
the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 19: 12).  

“Diakonia” is a Christian theological term 
that encompasses “the call to serve.”  Deacons 
serve, according to the model of Jesus who 
came not to be served but to serve (cf. Lk. 22: 

 Packed church for Father Rusty Rabalais’ 25th Anniversary

Summer is here and so is the heat! 
Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church experienced a “heat wave” of its own, 

when children in our parish were on fire with the love of Christ at the OLPS 
Vacation Bible School in mid-June. 

This year’s theme was inspired by Ephesians 2:10, “Created in Christ. 
Designed for God’s Purpose” (tailored by Spark Studios). From June 13-17, 
nearly 200 children in Pre-K through 5th grade participated in various faith-
based activities from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. These activities  included: skits, 
singing, dancing, arts and crafts, recreation, small-group Bible study, and 
inspirational guest speakers Father Rusty, seminarian Jacob Cass and 

Joey Lombardi, who wore a wig and played the part of “Mister Spark.” 
That connected him to Lifeway’s Spark Studios, of Orange Beach, Calif., 
which wrote the VBS curriculum. In addition, the OLPS Music Ministry was 
happy to “fire up” all the volunteers and campers with songs like “Designed 
by God” and “Living Masterpiece.”

“This was our first VBS since 2019, and it was fabulous,” said Shelley 
Michiels, director of religious education. “The parents should be very proud 
of their children. They know more than you think, and they absorb everything. 
I could not have pulled it off without volunteers, and everyone who worked 
behind the scenes.” 

It was a wonderful week to witness the children of our parish lighting up 
for God. It was a heat wave worth having — all for God’s purpose! 

Heat wave worth having at OLPS VBS
By Ashley Seeling

Deacon Mike Young, whose home 
parish is Our Lady of Prompt Succor, 
will be “coming home” to work as a 
deacon at OLPS, beginning July 1. 

He has been away 10 years 
since being ordained as a deacon in 
February of 2012. His previous as-
signments have been at St. John the 
Baptist in Cloutierville, St. Augustine in 
Natchez, Louisiana; and Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in Pineville.

He and Donna, who is active in the 
OLPS Catholic Daughters, have been 
married for 43 years, and they have 
two children and four grandchildren.

“I’m super excited to be returning to 
Prompt Succor and to be working with 
Deacon Les Glankler,” said Young, who was born and raised in Vermont 
and now likes to bike and spend time at their camp on Cane River. 

Deacon Mike Young

OLPS Confirmation 2022
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Labordes offer service, 
especially in catechesis 
and evangelization
By Bob Tompkins

Active parishioner Sheri Semon brings service with a smile 
By Bob Tompkins

OLPS responds to the needs of 
Hurricane Ida victims in Grande 
Isle
By Joan Dobard

Pastor’s Message from Page 1

Sheri Semon is a native of Shreveport 
and attended Louisiana Tech for two 
years, but she’s a resident of Alexandria 
thanks to her Catholic faith.

Her involvement with NET (National 
Evangelization Team) retreats from 1994-
96 first lured her to Alexandria in 1996. 

“I moved here to get involved with 
the Church,” Sheri said, noting the an-
nual Steubenville South Conference and 
Beyond the Limits (junior high) retreat in 
Alexandria as being attractions for her.

She entered the convent in 2007 
with the Sisters of Sorrows, including 
time in Moreauville as a postulant and in 
Shreveport as a novitiate, but after 3½ 

years she decided that wasn’t where she was supposed to be.
“My mom moved me out of the convent, and everything I owned was 

in a suitcase and a couple of boxes,” she said. She lived for a while with 
her mother, Ada, in Shreveport but eventually she couldn’t resist the call-
ing of Central Louisiana.

“I always knew I wanted to move back to Alexandria, my faith com-
munity,” she said, noting she moved to Pineville in 2017. Since 2018 she 
has been an executive assistant for On Point Talk Television and Radio, 
which is heard on KAYT-FM 88.1 and seen on Fox 48 TV. “Our mission 
is to encourage, uplift and enlighten,” she said of the urban station, “and 
we have some music.”

Sheri made an ACTS retreat in Shreveport in 2014, and she has 
served on the Cenla ACTS Core team for almost a year. She was on 

the team for the women’s retreat this past January. She is a lector at OLPS 
and Eucharistic Minister and helps with the junior high youth group, which 
meets weekly.

 “Sheri,” said Father Rusty Rabalais, pastor of OLPS Church and 
School, “is ever ready, with a smile, to serve within our parish, and espe-
cially to help with youth activities.”

She didn’t always have a robust faith.
“I grew up in Catholic schools in Shreveport,” said Sheri, who has two 

brothers, “but faith was never important to me, growing up, and the older I 
got, the more distance there was.”

When she was 20, her father, Rick, died, at age 46, less than a year 
after being diagnosed with cancer. “This is how I prayed when he was sick: if 
he gets better, I’ll be a better daughter – kind of bargaining with God. When 
he died, for about a year I was very angry at God.”

 Yet, it was at a NET retreat in ’94, watching the joy and love displayed 
by those putting on the retreat, that she “realized they had Jesus in their life, 
and I didn’t. I wanted what they had. From that day, I have put Jesus at the 
center of my life.”

In addition to all her church-related activities, Sheri, as a former Uber 
driver, continues to drive a woman each night to and from her mom’s house, 
as well as driving a few other former Uber customers to the airport on oc-
casion.

Although Sheri thought for a while that she had failed God when she left 
the convent, she realized how much she needed Him. As for her father’s 
death at a young age, she said, “God used that tragedy to help turn me 
around.” Her father had gone to the seminary for a while at Maryhill and was 
very involved in church after that, and she saw how much alike she and her 
dad were, even though she didn’t appreciate that before.

“I know he’s proud of what I’m doing,” she said.

Sheri Semon

Renea Ducote has joined the 
church staff as Prompt Succor’s full-
time bookkeeper after the recent retire-
ment of Dee Gilbert from that position. 
Renea began training April 4 alongside 
Dee for a month before assuming the 
job.

Her name is pronounced ‘Ra-nay’ 
but she says her Mom told her she 
spelled it the French way! She and her 
husband Phillip have three children and 
two grandchildren. Her  8-year-old son, 
Jase, goes to Prompt Succor School 
as well as her granddaughter who is 
in preschool.  Renea and Philip have 
a local lawn business, and they usually 

attend 5:30 p.m. Mass. 
Renea has 23 years experience in accounting after finishing school 

at LSU and LSU-A. She worked at a 
chemical manufacturer and then with a 
local CPA firm that she still does some 
work for as well.

Dee said the time was ripe for her 
to retire. At age 75 with a 15 year-old 
grandson who has come to live with her 
in the last year, she wanted more time 
at home.  “For my six years, I enjoyed 
working  (at Prompt Succor). I loved the 
people and I always found working with 
numbers to be fascinating,” she said. “I 
love taking care of God’s money.”

She now also has time to become 
involved with the Catholic Daughters, for 

Ducote takes job as bookkeeper 
after Gilbert’s retirement
By Janet Tompkins

Renea Ducote

Dee Gilbert

whom she is the treasurer, and with the ACTS apostolate. Gardening is 
also a hobby that she loves to do at home.

 Renae said she was drawn to the job because of her connection to 
the kids at the school. “I’ve got a lot more years tied not only to the church 
but the school as well.”

Glankler from Page 1

25th Anniversary from Page 1

24-27).  Deacons make the commitment to serve in three general areas:  
ministry of the Word, ministry of the Liturgy and ministry of Charity.

The ministry of the Word includes, for example, proclaiming the gos-
pel and preaching at Masses, teaching at a youth or adult catechetical 
meeting, helping prepare parishioners for the sacraments such as mat-
rimony (in which a married deacon may bring the insights of personally 
lived marital life), and serving as spiritual director for a retreat.

The ministry of the Liturgy includes assisting the priest celebrant at 
the altar during Mass, distributing Holy Communion at Masses, presid-
ing at baptisms and non-Mass weddings and funerals, conducting a 
Eucharistic service when a priest is not available, officiating at Exposition 
and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, and blessing sacramentals 
as designated in the Book of Blessings.

The ministry of Charity includes visits to the homebound or hospital-
ized, and helping conduct services in institutions.

While these are among the major ways deacons may be called upon 
to serve in a church parish, there are other ways according to the pas-
tor’s requests, which are based upon the particular needs of the parish.  
Of course, the involvements of a permanent deacon are with regards to 
balancing commitments the Deacon also has with his wife and family and 
an occupation/job.

Please keep in your prayers Deacon Les, as he begins diaconal min-
istry in our parish, and also Deacon Mike, as he transitions from Sacred 
Heart (Pineville) Parish to OLPS.  We look forward to their regular ministry 
in OLPS! Also, please keep in prayer the seminarians of our diocese as they 
continue their discernment and formation.  

Lord, bless and keep faithful all your ministers of the Word and Liturgy 
and Charity.

 Sincerely in Christ,
 Fr. Rusty Rabalais

family members, friends going back to Catho-
lic Elementary School, and many parishioners 
of both OPLS and parishes where I previously 
served.” 

Already in the planning stages is the cel-
ebration in 2023 of 75 years of Our Lady of 
Prompt Succor Parish. Fr. Rusty jokingly called 
his anniversary celebration a “dry run” for the 
2023 festivities. 

“Thanks to all for your kind good wishes 
and gifts. Please know that I am truly grateful.” 
Fr. Rusty concluded.

Without exception, I was continually and almost daily affirmed through 
interactions with the community that I have embraced after my own 
“Damascus Road” conversion. My family, OLPS parishioners, people 
that I share a common ministry with all over the diocese were more than 
happy to let me know of their prayers and joy for me and my family.  

Our formation through Notre Dame Seminary (NOLA) was quite a 
bit more than I could have ever expected or imagined.  Once a month 
over a four-year span, starting in July of 2018, they would send to us an 
instructor in whatever discipline we were presented and required to tackle 
for that month.  Theologians, priests, philosophers, PhDs in Catholic doc-
trine, and at least one of whom I think will probably be elevated a future 
bishop.  EVERY single month, I was in awe of the content, and even more 
in awe of the method and depth of the spirituality of the presenter. Our 
Catholic faith was being opened up to my brothers and me, along with our 
wives, and more than once over the course of each of those weekends, I 
found myself wishing that EVERYONE could be there for the experience.  
And, in my heart and in my prayers, each of you were there.

There are 12 men, along with their wives and families, and in no small 
part along with Deacon Richard Mitchell, with whom I shared the journey 
toward ordination. We share a bond that cannot be broken. Through tears 
of joy, tears of brokenness, shared struggles with all sorts of problems 
and difficulties, laughter and joy over accomplishments and failures, we 
all share a common interest: to try to serve the Lord, to serve our families, 
the people of God, and the Church that Jesus Christ established.  

My spiritual director sent me a message on the morning of ordination.  
“Congratulations on finally crossing the starting line.” The journey has just 
begun, and again this morning I decided to become a deacon.  Thank you 
for your prayers.

Pax tibi, 
Deacon Les Glankler

Large gathering for the reception after the Mass at the DPC.

     Genesis of Eve hosted its first Catholic Women’s Conference May 
13-15 at the Randolph Riverfront Center in downtown Alexandria.  The 
theme of this year’s conference was “Come to the Well,” and more than 
600 women came from 16 different states.

     Our speakers and priests embraced the purpose and goals of the 
GOE ministry. Sarah Swafford opened the conference, inviting us to en-
counter Christ, just as the woman at the well did. Father John Burns and 
Father Joy celebrated Mass, and priests from our surrounding parishes 
were available for the sacrament of reconciliation.

     “Though I may be broken,” one attendee later said, “I am not be-
yond help.  Jesus is the rescuer of my soul.”  

     Another blessing of the conference was Adoration as well as expe-
riencing processional adoration.    

     Sister Miriam James Heidland empowered us through her heal-
ing meditation, and Heather Khym encouraged and challenged us to go 
forth and evangelize, beginning in our own homes. To add to the amazing 
lineup of speakers and priests, Father Josh Johnson made a surprise 
visit and accepted our invitation to join our speaker panel Q & A session, 
answering questions asked by our attendees.  Another attendee said, “It 
was like I was the only person in the room and each speaker was talking 
directly to me.”

     Kelly Pease Lombardi led us in praise and worship and Kelly 
and her team of Sarah Clement, Joy Jaeger, Heather Khym and Angela 
McCann provided music that was described as “soul stirring.”

     The weekend didn’t go without the opportunity to experience some 
shopping time, thanks to many wonderful vendors.

     Diaconate candidates from our diocese assisted our priests during 
the conference.

More than 600 attend inaugural Genesis of Eve Conference
By Colette Glankler

One of the highlights of the Genesis of Eve 
Conference was processional Adoration.

From Left:
Fr. Josh 
Johnson, Sarah 
Swafford, Sr. 
Miriam James, 
Fr. John Burns, 
Heather Khama


