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Pastor’s Message

Mission message: salvation found in bringing it to others
By Janet Tompkins
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Father Steve Kimmons

OLPS teens
Continued from Page 3
dancing in sync together?! “I loved the 
fellowship we experienced…” said Jake. 

During the March, we all sang songs 
and prayed a rosary and a Divine Mercy 
chaplet.
 The theme of this year’s pilgrimage came 
from the recent movie Toy Story 4: “I’m not 
trash, I’m a person.” God is our creator and 
because He has made us and He loves as 
His own, we all have a precious dignity and 
value that cannot be taken from us.”
	 The	OLPS	 teens	 returned	home	on	fire	
to	defend	life	and	filled	with	God’s	grace	in	
understanding they are made in His image 
and likeness. Some of them were able to 
come together a week later and march a 
second time in the Central Louisiana March 
for Life.
	 “From	 the	 trip,	 I	 definitely	 learned	 a	 lot	
about how to always love people and ap-
preciate those around me,” said Hannah, 
“because literally every life is so beautiful 
and so valuable!”

 Father Steve Kimmons’ profound message during the OLPS 
mission	this	month	can	be	stated	easily:	“It	is	not	about	me	finding	
my	salvation;	rather	I	find	it	in	bringing	salvation	to	others.”
 The Jesuit priest, who is director of retreats at Our Lady of the 
Oaks in Grand Coteau, said our mission and our salvation is in 
service. “Jesus in his ministry proclaimed the kingdom of God,” he 

said. “The kingdom is right 
now in our midst.”
KKTo live out that kingdom 
of God in the modern world 
is not easy, he said. Many 
people, especially young 
people, do not have a core 
belief in anything, and our 
world is fractured and ma-
terialistic. “Forty percent of 
those under 30 have no be-
lief and of Catholics, 50 per-
cent of youth have no belief 
in anything,” said Kimmons.
KKKimmons said there is 
an urgency to our mission. 
He often encounters people 
spending a good deal of 
their life discerning where 

	 It’s	still	difficult	for	me	to	believe	that	I	read	the	words	“public	Mass	
cannot be celebrated” on a Monday afternoon in the middle of Lent.

Announcements by President Trump and Gov. John Bel Edwards 
last week prompted Archbishop Gregory Aymond of New Orleans, 
the Apostolic Administrator of our Diocese, to suspend the celebra-
tion of Mass and all other public gatherings for prayer. Our civil and 
religious leaders are trying to stem the spread of the COVID-19, the 
novel coronavirus that has become a worldwide pandemic since its 
December outbreak in Wuhan, China.

I certainly support the Archbishop; he did the responsible thing in 
this situation. As he said in his letter to our diocese’s clergy, religious 
and laity: “This is a time to lean on our faith and to act responsibly as 
has	been	requested	by	our	government	officials.”

Obviously, the suspension of public Masses is unprecedented in 
our lifetimes. To ponder not having daily Mass, let alone Sunday 
Mass, in our churches boggles the mind. We take for granted the 
fact that the Lord’s nourishment in Word and Sacrament is always 
there for us, whenever we need it – and now it is taken away, albeit 
temporarily.

Maybe that is the phrase on which we need to focus – we take 
it for granted. Especially in the City of Alexandria, one can attend 
Mass every day at virtually any time of day in one of our many lo-
cal Catholic churches. Mass is celebrated from 6:30 A.M. to 5:30 
P.M., and that’s just on weekdays. I dare say many of us have been 

spoiled by the convenience of attending Mass on any day at virtually 
any time.

Besides forcing us to “lean on our faith” to trust that Jesus will 
nourish us in other ways during these days, perhaps the Lord wants 
to give us a greater appreciation for the Mass and the Eucharist dur-
ing this hiatus from public worship. I think that all of us will be even 
more thankful for it when it returns.

In addition to Masses and public worship, OLPS Church and 
School has canceled or postponed virtually all other activities 
through April 13. The cancellations include Wednesday parish sup-
pers, CCD classes, junior and senior high youth groups, and parish-
wide meetings.

Most important, we are called to pray for those who have been 
sickened by COVID-19 and for the repose of the souls of those who 
have died. “Let us pray for those who have died because of the 
virus, and for the healing of those who have been affected,” Arch-
bishop Aymond wrote. “Let us turn to our loving God and implore his 
protection.”
During	 this	difficult	 time,	please	 remain	calm	and	use	common	

sense. The current crisis calls for greater faith, not fear. As the Lord 
tells us, “I command you: be strong and steadfast! Do not fear nor 
be dismayed, for the Lord, your God, is with you wherever you go” 
(Joshua 1:9).
 Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to our help!

Lean on our faith in this difficult time

God is leading them. “We spend a lifetime wondering what is the 
will of God for me, but we never get around to doing it,” he said. 
“The	will	of	God	 is	 to	….	give	our	 lives	 in	self-sacrifice	 to	other	
people.”
 The only prerequisite to be a part of this kingdom is the will to 
forgive others as we ask God to forgive us. “We have a sacrament 
for this – Reconciliation,” said Kimmons.
	 He	said	the	world	of	Adam	and	Eve	and	of	us	is	one	filled	with	
blessings and curses. But through it all, God goes with us. “Know 
that I go with you,” resounds in Scripture.
 To St. John and the other apostles, the eternal life was not be-
yond the grave. “He (John) wanted to show the resurrected life is 
here not there.”
	 To	 those	who	 are	married,	 that	 is	 the	 first	 place	 of	 covenant	
relationship	and	the	first	place	of	service.	But	we	must	reach	out	
to others as well. “Do we seek out people who suffer?” Kimmons 
asked. “When we see God after our lives are over, he will ask: 
‘Were you my light for those people?’”
	 On	Sundays	we	go	to	our	church	to	find	God,	but	he	said	we	
should go to give thanks for what we experience in the breaking 
of the bread. The Mass (missa in Latin) means “to send” and so 
we are sent out to “take what we have experienced, here, into the 
world,” the Jesuit priest said.
 “Miracles still happen,” he continued. “You and I have to make 
them happen.”
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Children triggered leap of faith for Ledet couple
By Bob Tompkins

Prompt Succor planning to welcome 23 new Catholics
By Susan Harrison

Tim and Heather Ledet of Our Lady of Prompt Succor agree 
on when they began to take their faith seriously.

“When we started having children, it was a matter of wanting 
to be good examples – leading by example,” Heather said. “That 
was the turning point.”

“The kids pretty much got us going,” said Tim, “but ACTS was 
what	really	lit	my	fire.”

The Ledets have three children – Adelyn, 9; Ava, 8; and Mi-
chael, 5.

A senior state trooper, Tim made the Cenla ACTS retreat in 
August of 2016 and has worked on two ACTS teams since.

Heather made the ACTS retreat in October of ’16. She has 
teamed twice since and was selected to the Cenla ACTS Core 
team (the governing body for Cenla ACTS) in October of 2018. 
Last October, she became Core’s co-facilitator.

Tim and Heather, both 35, have known each other since at-
tending kindergarten at St. Frances Cabrini, but they began dat-
ing while both were students at Menard. They got married in 
December of 2006.
 Heather, a 2007 graduate of Northwestern State, has been 
a nurse since graduation at Rapides Regional Medical Center 
and has been the manager of labor and delivery since October 
of 2018.
 Tim, a 2006 Northwestern State graduate, has been on the 
state police SWAT team for almost seven years. He served sev-
eral years on the FBI task force. His regular work as a trooper is 
with the narcotics division.
 With this police background, it comes naturally that Tim vol-
unteered to serve on the new safety team at OLPS. Tim’s father, 
Tim “Pops” Ledet, is the facilitator of that team, which has yet to 
fully launch.
 Heather, the daughter of Jay and Debbie Chauvin, has been a 
volunteer at Steubenville South and is a troop leader for the Girl 
Scouts. She is an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist, and 
she is in a weekly prayer group.
 Adelyn, a bookish fourth-grader, is a Girl Scout and is in-
volved with Girls on the Run and 4H, and recently started guitar 
lessons. She is an altar server.
 Ava, an energetic second-grader, is in the Girl Scouts and 
participates in gymnastics. She will make her First Communion 
in April.

 Michael, who is in Pre-K, plays T-ball.
 “They all love school,” Heather said.
 Heather said she enjoys the service involved with being a 
member of ACTS Core. “I enjoy giving back to a community,” 
she said, “that has helped me so much in my faith.”
 “We both have stressful jobs, and it’s 100 mph with the kids,” 
said Tim. “Sometimes it is hard turning from the stress factors to 
God; however, between the two of us, we make it happen. We 
are thankful for the great careers as well as our beautiful healthy 
family.”
 “Tim and Heather are involved in lots of different activities 
and ministries at OLPS church and school,” said Father Dan 
O’Connor, OLPS pastor. “They do a lot with their children and 
for the community. You can always count on them to be there, 
helping behind the scenes.”

 Megan Beck, a former 
student a Our Lady of 
Prompt Succor School, 
will take over as the 
school’s new principal this 
summer.
 A longtime parishioner 
of OLPS Church, Beck’s 
first	 official	 day	 of	 work	
will be July 1.
 “OLPS holds a special 
place in my heart,” said 
Beck, “so to be given this 
opportunity is extremely 
humbling. I feel blessed 
to be afforded the chance 
to grow our parish in edu-
cating students in a rich, 
Catholic education.”

OLPS alum Megan Beck to start as OLPS principal in July
By Katie Vanderlick

 Megan is no stranger to OLPS. She attended school at OLPS 
and grew up in this church, where she now serves as an Ex-
traordinary Minister of the Eucharist. Megan serves as a room 
mother and on the Home & School Council, where she just re-
signed as president.
 “I plan to hold true to the traditions of Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor School, while offering a rigorous, cutting edge education 
to the families of this community.”
 Megan looks forward to continuing all of the wonderful OLPS 
traditions.
 “My favorite OLPS tradition is the Fall Festival,” she said. “I 
remember attending the Fall Festival as a child and I have the 
fondest memories of those times.”
 Megan is married to Robert Beck. They have two daughters, 
Margaret, 6, and Mary Hampton, 3, who both attend Our Lady 
of Prompt Succor School.
 Megan received her bachelor of science degree in marketing 
from LSU. She also holds a master of arts in teaching with an 
add-on	certification	in	educational	leadership.

 Megan and Robert 
Mary Hampton, Margaret continued on page 4

Amidst the chaperones, each bus had a priest, seminarians and 
religious sisters. Most of the religious were young sisters in forma-
tion with the St. Cecilia Dominicans out of Nashville, Tennessee. 
Our teens were blessed to spend a week with Sister Anastasia 
O.P. listening to her vocation story and appreciating how person-
able she is.
 Masses were held at the Blessed Sacrament Shrine at EWTN, 
the National Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, with Bishop 
Sheldon Fabre of Houma-Thibodaux presiding; St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral of Washington D.C. and Camp Letts, where the teens 
stayed throughout the trip.
 Places visited leading up to the march were The Bible Musuem, 
the National Holocaust Museum, the National Monuments and 

Memorials that honor past U.S. Presidents and 
Veterans, and a whole afternoon when the teens 
explored the Smithsonians and Galleries.

A rosary was prayed -- half in front of the 
White House for our national leaders and the 
second half in front of a Planned Parenthood 
clinic for conversion. Other events included the 
Geaux Forth Rally, where teenagers throughout 
Louisiana gathered together. There was even 
a “Life is Very Good” concert held at George 
Washington University.

The teens had the opportunity to listen to 
President Trump address the gathering and they 
showed	off	their	flash	mob	dance	they	practiced	
throughout the trip. Can you imagine, all 450 

said he hadn’t realized the Catholic Bible has seven more books 
than the protestant version.
 Melissa Holland comes from the Pentecostal Church. She says 
she doesn’t have any family or friends who are Catholic, but she 
just felt drawn to the Church. RCIA has given her a better under-
standing of the Catholic faith, and she said her conversion has 
made her more in tune with listening to God, and she is able to 
focus on Him more.
 Devon Fairly said although his mother is Baptist, and his grand-
mother is a Jehovah Witness, he never felt called to join either of 
those churches. He came to an Easter midnight Mass with a friend 
a	 few	years	ago,	and	 it	was	 the	first	church	 that	made	him	 feel	
comfortable.
 He started in RCIA hoping to get a deeper understanding of the 
Catholic faith, to open up his outlook.
 “I’m a calmer person now,” he said. “I feel balanced and grounded.”

 Twenty-three people are planning to join the Catholic Church 
at Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church at the Easter Vigil Mass. 
The diverse group includes Catholics returning to the faith, 
Christians converting from other traditions and people who pre-
viously	had	no	church	affiliation.
 Before Easter, all 23 will have participated in either the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults or the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Children (those who are older than the traditional First Com-
munion class).

 Husband and 
wife Charles and Kate 
Brown are joining 
the church together. 
Charles was baptized 
Catholic and received 
First Communion, but 
was	 not	 confirmed.	
He converted to Bap-
tist before he married 
Kate.
 The Browns were 
introduced to OLPS 
by some friends who 
are long time members 

of the church. After attending for a while, they decided to learn 
more about the Catholic Church by attending RCIA. Kate says 
the program, taught by parishioner Steve Gauthier, offers an in-
depth	look	at	the	Church.	She	says	she	finds	the	Church	stricter	
than her former protestant faith, but her life has become richer 
and more prayerful as she journeys toward joining the Church. 
She supplements RCIA by watching EWTN and praying the Ro-
sary. Asked if he learned anything that surprised him, Charles 

Charles and Kate Brown

Melissa Holland Devon Fairly

 Ten teenagers and four adults from OLPS joined a crew of 
450 souls from the Diocese of Baton Rouge on a pilgrimage to 
Washington, D.C. for the national March for Life.
 Lizzie Cook, Emilie Duncan, Catherine Hirchak, Emma Grace 
Laborde, Hannah Lanclos, Taylor Rachal, Allyson Reed, Maddie 
Simpson and David West united with their peers from two other 
Catholic high schools to form a bus that became a domestic 
church for the weeklong adventure.
 Taylor says, “I love how even though we were a separate 

group, we became one 
voice,” said Taylor, “not 
just for unborn but for all 
life.”

 

OLPS teens after Mass at 
EWTN’s Shrine of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament.

OLPS teens gather on the campus 
of Louisiana College for the Cenla 
March for Life.

Clockwise from top right: Tim Ledet Jr., Ava, 
Michael, Adelyn and Heather.

OLPS teens become ‘voice for all life’
By Father Derek Ducote


