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Our Lenten walk as a community           

     In the northern hemisphere, Lent 
coincides with the coming of Spring. In 
fact, “Lent” is the Old English word for 
“spring.”          
     It’s not coincidental that the rebirth 
of nature after winter is meant to mirror 
our rebirth at Easter. We are called to 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving during 
Lent to prepare for the renewal of our 
baptismal promises on Easter Sunday.
     Father William DeBiase, OFM, a 
Franciscan friar, speaks of the “work of 
winter.” He writes, “(Spring) is a time 
of hope. The beautiful winter is over. 
The snow and cold have done their 
marvelous work of preparing for the 
newness of spring. Spring is that time 
of year when the work of winter comes 
to fruition.”
     Do we think of our prayers and 
works of Lent as “seeds” that come to 
fruition at Easter? The work of Lent is 
to prepare us to celebrate the Easter 
solemnities, to remember Christ’s 
death and Resurrection and to let 
that reality settle more deeply into our 
hearts and lives.
     The purpose of Lenten penance is 
not an end in itself. God does not like 
to see us suffer or deny ourselves. We 
voluntarily deny ourselves to make 
more room for God in our lives. We do 
penance to strengthen ourselves spiri-
tually for the temptations all of us face 
as we strive to walk with Christ daily.
     Father DeBiase writes, “This is the 
meaning of Lent: to let the seed of new 
life planted within us by God blossom 
in prayer, fasting and good works. But 
as the reading from the prophet Joel 
reminds us, it is not only for us as 

Lenten Mission focuses on Holy Spirit
By Janet Tompkins

     We need to be open to the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, said Father Tom 
Voorhies, the guest speaker for the 
parish Lenten Mission in March. 
Calling the Holy Spirit the “artist of 
the soul,” he asked parishioners if 
they pray daily to the Holy Spirit.
     It is easy to picture the Father 
and the Son but our vision of the 
Holy Spirit is not as clear.  Yet, he 
pointed out, we are filled with the 
Holy Spirit at Baptism and again 
given the powerful gift at Confirma-
tion where we go even deeper.
     “We are signed, sealed and 
delivered to the Holy Spirit in Confir-
mation,” he said. He recommended 
focusing time on the gifts of the 
Spirit from Isaiah 1:3: wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, fortitude, 

knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord.
     Wisdom is the ability to see God’s viewpoint, while understanding is grasp-
ing the meaning of God and His Word. Counsel is to receive or give good ad-
vice in our Christian walk; fortitude is the same as courage.  It follows that we 
must have knowledge of God’s creation, and piety (love for the Lord) demands 
time in prayer. Fear of the Lord is the same as reverence for God, he said.
     The motivational gifts of the Spirit are also outlined in Romans 12:6-9. 
“Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us exer-
cise them: if prophecy, in proportion to the faith; if ministry, in ministering; if one 
is a teacher, in teaching; if one exhorts, in exhortation; if one contributes, in 
generosity; if one is over others, with diligence; if one does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness.” An exhorter is an encourager, said Fr. Voorhies and a contribu-
tor can give time, talent or treasure. The gift of mercy he likened to the famous 
example of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta.
     The manifestation of the Spirit comes from 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. “To each 
of us is given some manifestation of the Spirit,” said Fr. Voorhies.  Those listed 
in the New Testament are: the expression of wisdom; knowledge, faith, healing, 
prophecy, discernment of the Spirit; tongues and the interpretation of tongues. 
“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. (1 
Cor 12:7)”
     He said he personally experienced a healing when on the day of his ordi-
nation in Rome he woke with a high fever and sickness. Friends laid hands 
on him and prayed and he recovered enough to participate in the ceremony. 
“There is nothing wrong with praying over loved ones,” he said. 
     He also recounted the history of the charismatic renewal in the Church and 
noted the 50th anniversary of that movement was celebrated in 2017 by Pope 
Francis. It was marked by the inclusion of lay people from across the globe.

Father Voorhies

     OLPS parish strives to not only maintain, but also grow.  Grow-
ing requires meeting the needs of its various parishioners.
    The Young Adult Ministry recently started at OLPS to serve the 
needs of the 22-30-year-old age group.  Father Derek Ducote rec-
ognized this need and started the program with a popular Christ-
mas gathering. 

    The group meets at 6:30 p.m. on the third Thursday of the 
month, at different locations on the OLPS campus.  Sometimes 
the group meets outside of OLPS. This was the case in Febru-
ary, when the group joined with St. Frances Cabrini Church at 
Cabrini’s Theology on Tap at Finnegan’s Wake.
    Father Derek’s hope is that the OLPS group will continue to 
grow and eventually move towards an outreach activity for the 
unchurched in the greater community.  He imagines hosting 
informal gatherings that create opportunities for evangelization.
    The group seeks to include anyone in this young adult age 
group and is not restricted to OLPS parishioners. The informal 
atmosphere of the monthly gatherings includes a potluck meal, 
fellowship and discussion of concepts of Theology of the Body 
led by Father Derek.
    Not a cook? Don’t worry! Father usually provides the main 
dish, with others bringing just a snack or side dish.
    Anyone interested in joining the group or just coming to see 
what it’s all about can contact Cory Cheek at 318-541-2301. 
People can be added to the message group in the Group Me 
app to keep up with what’s going on. Watch the weekly e-mail or 
the bulletin for details.

New Young Adult Ministry meets OLPS need
By Joan Dobard

Father Derek Ducote (upper right) joins others from OLPS 
Young Adult Ministry at the Theology on Tap gathering host-
ed in February by St. Frances Cabrini at Finnegan’s Wake.

Father Derek Ducote of Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor Church gives the blessing to the 
golfers who played in the third annual Adam 
Jeansonne Memorial Golf Tournament on 
March 8 at OakWing Golf Club, and tourna-
ment chairman Chris Armstrong welcomes 
the group. Twenty teams competed in the 
tournament, compared to six teams last 
year, and the proceeds will help finance the 
OLPS Youth Group’s summer camp.

Photos by Robbie Gueringer

OLPS students delighted audiences 
at the Coughlin-Saunders Memorial 
Arts Building with their performances 
Feb. 15-17 of “Mary Poppins Jr.”
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Simpsons ambassadors for OLPS Church 
By Bob Tompkins

individuals but as a community: ‘Order a fast, proclaim 
a solemn assembly’ (Joel 2:15).” As with all things, God 
addresses us as a community. God saves us not just as 
individuals, but as a community.
     We travel the road of Lent not as solitary sojourners, 
but as a parish family. We gather each Sunday to hear 
God’s Word and to receive the Body and Blood of Christ 
in the Eucharist. We receive strength from the presence 
and faith of one another. We are not meant to travel 
life’s journey alone, but always with Christ and with the 
companionship of other Catholics.
     “We walk this time of newness together or we do not 

walk it at all,” writes Father DeBiase. “The sense 
then is of the entire Church looking to God and ask-
ing for the grace to recommit to grow and remember 
the great things He has done for us.
     “Lent is indeed a time of penance. It is the joyful 
penance of trying to turn to God in a deeper way … 
can there be anything sad about this? Lent is a time 
of preparation. “It is the time when we look forward to 
the celebration of the Paschal Feast, but it is also the 
time when we prepare in a special way to celebrate 
the Easter mysteries every day. We cannot celebrate 
Easter in April if we do not celebrate it today.”

     Dwayne and 
Cathy Simpson 
are each ambas-
sadors for Our Lady 
of Prompt Succor 
Church inside and 
outside of our parish.
    Dwayne is in 
charge of the 
Wednesday night 
suppers produced by 
the Knights of Colum-
bus.
     His wife, Cathy, 
helps with the dessert 
teams when needed, 
and she is a board 

member of Our Lady’s Manor, a senior living ministry of 
OLPS.
     The Grand Knight for the OLPS Knights of Colum-
bus Council 8029, Dwayne figures there are usually 
about 30 weekly suppers the Knights produce for 
OLPS from September through April. He plays down 
his leadership role with the meal team, crediting Gerald 
Mayeux for purchasing the food and Steve Gauthier for 
planning the menus.
     “I just insure that all meat, roll and dessert items are 
ordered and in place for the dessert and the meal cook-
ing crews,” says Dwayne, who wears many hats.
     He is also an usher when needed at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Mass, and he is the “scribe,” or recording sec-
retary, for the Fourth Degree KOC Assembly that meets 
monthly at St. Rita Church.
     Retired after working 35 years as a pharmaceuti-
cal representative, Dwayne works closely with George 
Hardy to coordinate communication with diocesan and 
KOC councils concerning marches, fund-raising proj-
ects, distributions of flyers, and dealings with the Cenla 
Pregnancy Center.
     A 1971 graduate of Caldwell Parish High School in 
Columbia, Louisiana, Dwayne was raised as a Bap-
tist, as was Cathy, whom he met at UL-Monroe (then 
Northeast Louisiana University) in 1973. They got mar-

ried in 1978, converted to Catholicism at Sacred Heart 
of Pineville in 1980 and joined OLPS in 1984 and have 
been a part of this parish since.
     Cathy, a former Halbert who has lived in Alexandria 
since fifth grade, retired last year after 41 years as a 
pharmacist, with the last 34 of those years at St. Fran-
ces Cabrini Hospital.
     Their two daughters, Jessica and Erin, are both 
graduates of OLPS and live and work in Lafayette.
     Jessica, a Menard graduate and assistant professor 
of biology at UL-Lafayette, is married to Barrett Pearce, 
a CAD (computer assisted drawing) programmer for an 
oil manufacturing company, and they have two sons: 
James, 7; and Nicholas, 4.
     Erin, an Alexandria Senior High graduate, is a clini-
cal lab technician.
     Dwayne, a four-year letterman in track and cross-
country at NLU (ULM) from 1971-75, says his help with 
the construction of the Menard football stadium in the 
1990s helped solidify his appreciation of his Catholic 
community.
     Cathy says she used to joke about the quick exodus 
from weekend Masses at OLPS being like a “Papal 
500,” but she and Dwayne agree that with the develop-
ment of ACTS retreats, Hospitality Sundays, Catholic 
Daughters and other ministries since, “it’s really like a 
family now.”
     Dwayne said he sometimes feels like a modern-day 
Walter Mitty with all the different roles he plays – includ-
ing a part-time photographer at such events as friends’ 
weddings and the annual Cenla March for Life.
     Yet, no matter what role he plays, he says, “I am just 
(God’s) instrument.” 

     Our Lady of Prompt Succor parishioners Shannon and 
Johnny Scalisi are launching a new ministry for families 
with members who have disabilities called “Fearfully and 
Wonderfully Made.”
     One of the six members of the Scalisi family was born 
with disabilities, and Shannon and Johnny want to share 
the joys and challenges they have encountered with oth-
ers in a similar situation.
     They envision monthly meetings for parents, siblings 
and other family members including the person with dis-
abilities. Prayer, mutual support and community resources 
will be included in the ministry. “And food, “  Shannon 
laughed, “people always want to share food.”
     The current stage of launching the ministry is recruiting 
interested families from Prompt Succor and other Catholic 
parishes in the Diocese. 
     They look forward to having local attorneys discussing 
setting up trusts for the support of the person with disabili-
ties once the parents are no longer in the picture. Commu-
nity resources such as speech, physical and occupational 
therapy will be explored along with help in how to maintain 
discipline in the house.

     “I’d like to see an RCIA program geared to people with 
disabilities so they can share in the sacraments of the 
Church,” Shannon said. “Some people think their kids with 
disabilities can’t receive the Eucharist. We had one of the 
Prompt Succor School teachers teach our daughter one-
on-one.  I’d like to see this as a regular program.”
     Their plan is to meet once a month starting this spring. 
“We need to have other families. Johnny and I don’t want 
to be the only ones there,” Shannon said.
     People who are interested can contact Shannon at 
(318) 290-0255

New OLPS ministry focuses on those with disabilities 
By Susan Harrison

     Parishioners are encouraged to explore the new web-
site and to use its offerings. The Mass schedule is easy to 
find on the front page and the Liturgy Schedule is available 
in a labeled drop-down menu. Go check out our new look 
online at www.olpschurch.org.

Shannon Scalisi is 
shown helping her 
daughter, who has a 
disability, with
a speech exercise.

Dwayne and Cathy Simpson

By Missy LaBorde

     Check us out online!
     OLPS recently underwent a virtual facelift and now has 
a new and fresh online presence.  The parish website, 
designed and developed by Kinetix Solutions, now boasts 
a updated design with an easy to navigate layout providing 
parishioners with current, relevant information.
      A website redesign doesn’t happen overnight.  It took 
many hours of work and review.  Renee Aldridge, coor-
dinator of program development for the parish, worked 
as the point person for Prompt Succor. Kinetix program-
mer, Judd Bourgeois, worked the digital magic behind the 
scenes to get the site completed. The process took doz-
ens of hours and the site went live at the end of February.
      “We wanted to put our website in a new format that 
will be more user-friendly, hopefully,” said Father Dan 
O’Connor, pastor.  “Renee and our staff did a great job at 
writing content and coordinating the changeover. I would 
also like to thank Frank Hare who helped us keep the old 
church website up and running during the time prior to the 
changeover.”        
      The site features updated photographs, easy to spot 
drop-down menus, and information about various minis-
tries and outreach opportunities.  Interactive webforms are 
also available for registering with the parish, signing up 
for Jr. High and Sr. High youth programs, enrolling in CCD 
and requesting Baptism.  There is an event submission 
form as well along with links to the OLPS School and Our 
Lady’s Manor.

OLPS website undergoes facelift


